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Welcome! 
From The Reverend  
Dr Chrichton Limbert  
Vicar of Christ Church Southgate 

Welcome back to The Spire magazine for 
September, after one of the strangest holiday 
periods we have ever known. I hope you are 
managing to start the autumn rested in some way 
or other as I fear we are in for a long and bumpy 
ride for some time yet. So, we particularly need 
the words of St Augustine on the inserted prayer 
card: “Trust the past to the mercy of God, the 
present to his love, the future to his providence.” 
This edition is being published for the first Sunday 
in September, which would have had the (now 
traditional) cake and prosecco at the back of 
church after the 10am service because on this day 
it is the 5th anniversary of becoming your Vicar. It 
feels very strange not to be able to celebrate 
together all the things that have happened since 
Judith and I arrived in Southgate. I won’t list all 
that we could think of because, when you go 
through it all, a lot has been achieved by us all.  
What I am pleased about is that many things 
involve bringing the wider community into the 
church and our Christian community going out 
into the wider community. We have established 
things as regular events such as the Christmas Gift 

Tree and the Pre-Lent Quiz night, and made great 
strides by reaching Eco-church Silver as well as 
growing many other links and events, whilst still 
keeping the sacraments and prayer at the heart of 
all we do. 

However, what is so striking when looking back is 
that so much of what we think of as normal life 
here at Christ Church Southgate has been put on 
hold by the virus. Our weekly offerings are almost 
completely curtailed, music is limited and all 
school visits and open days have been suspended. 
I’m starting to think how we will be able to get the 
550 people who came on Christmas Eve last year 
back again this year, and the only conclusion is 
that we will have to do things differently – to get 
that sort of number in would take a dozen 
services back to back, which is hardly practical – 
even if we will all be allowed to sing carols by 
then! For the foreseeable future the world we 
operate in will continue to be very different, but 
the need to offer our love and praise to God and 
the work of sharing his love with the community 
has to continue. It all needs fresh thinking. To that 
end the PCC has been discussing (over Zoom!) the 
priorities we should have as a Christian 
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Community in the new world. Most of these are 
aiming to support existing worshippers and the 
wider community in ways that cover mind, 
body and spirit to help recovery after 
lockdown. This includes individual counselling 
or support groups for life events or long-term 
conditions and situations, as well as 
investigating partnerships with existing 
organisations. We are also hoping to extend 
our eco offering by building on the work of the 
gardening and bee teams to promote and share 
the benefits of outdoor nature – everything 
from simply growing things to outdoor prayer 
activities and pilgrimages. At the moment these 
are all just aims.  But, this is where you can help 
us.  
 

While we are rather stalled on being able to 
continue what we normally do, we need to 
work harder to develop things we can do 
instead to still fulfil our call to serve. It is a very 
exciting God-given opportunity to be creative 
and innovative. So please, please get in contact 
with me if you feel you can commit to helping 
out, either by investigating new services that 
we could provide or helping to adapt what we 
already do. If you have time and energy to give, 
please consider joining the PCC – we have 
vacancies! – to help shape a future with the 
love of God at the very heart of it all. 
 
Every blessing, 

Fr Chrichton 

Prayer of the month 
 

A long hot summer and enforced close proximity to those with whom we share our homes has 
in many cases done nothing to improve how we feel and respond to others. And such negative 
feelings often spread… to the wider community that we observe in the media, our government, 
even other nations and their leaders. It’s often hard to be nice!  
 
In the common room of Sackville College in East Grinstead, there’s a timely reminded in gothic 
script on the wall, for all to see:  
 

There is so much good in the worst of us, There is so much bad in the best of us, 

That is does not become anyone of us, To find much fault with the rest of us.  
 
The start of the new academic year, the start of the ‘new normal’, and the start of the future for 
every single one of us, is perhaps a good point at which to enlist God’s help in our efforts to be 
kind, inclusive, tolerant and understanding… to be Christian, in every sense of the word. One 
way we might start is offered in this prayer from the Elev8  website: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, grant me the gift of understanding. Help me to 
understand the feelings of others, the desires of others, the goals of 
others. At the same time, help me to understand myself in my actions 
and reactions. Widen my vision beyond my own small world to 
embrace with knowledge and love the worlds of others. Help me, 
Lord, to always see you at work in my own life and in the lives of 
others. Bless me with insight, acceptance and love that is tempered 
by you who are all things to all men. Help me to understand, Lord. 
Amen 
 

[https://elev8.hellobeautiful.com/937795/minute-meditation-prayer-to-understand-others/] 
 
Sackville College is normally open to visitors (https://www.sackvillecollege.org.uk/) although currently 
closed on account of the pandemic. See also  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sackville_College 

https://elev8.hellobeautiful.com/937795/minute-meditation-prayer-to-understand-others/
https://www.sackvillecollege.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sackville_College
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Virtual Church 
Please visit  https://www.christchurch-southgate.org/virtual-church where you will find a range 
of resources, including activities for children, that you may find helpful at this time.  
 
The Virtual Church YouTube Playlist is at https://www.youtube.com/user/ChristChurchN14/ 
 
Our weekly pre-recorded service and other new resources are publicised via the weekly email 
newsletter. If you do not already receive this you can sign up at http://eepurl.com/do5wIv  
 

Support 
If you need, or know anyone who needs, support at this time please get in touch by emailing 
churchwardens@christchurch-southgate.org or via the contact details for the Churchwardens in 
the Parish Directory. 

 
DAILY HOPE a free phone line offering music, 

prayers and reflections as  
well as services from the Church of England. 

Available 24 hours a day on   
0800 804 8044. 

Weekly services   
 

Sunday 8 am   Said Eucharist 
     10 am          Choral Eucharist 
           Thursday   12.30 pm   Said Eucharist 
 
     All welcome 
 

From September a small choir will join us at 10am on Sunday and  
there will be a midweek service on Thursday at 12.30pm.  

 
All services will be held in the Nave, please enter at the main door at the back of church. 

https://www.christchurch-southgate.org/virtual-church
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChristChurchN14/
https://christchurch-southgate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed0c2d87955cb106c36830c62&id=fe2e15caed&e=895220a884
mailto:churchwardens@christchurch-southgate.org
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Our Ever-Changing World 

Day by day our lives are gradually changing. As a community we are having to get used to doing 

as we are told. We are having to get our heads round the ever-changing regulations, and cope 

with other people’s interpretation of the rules. It can be alarming and scary when we see other 

people not keeping to the rules. We can feel very alone and vulnerable because we just can’t 

remember what the rules are today, as compared to last week. We have always lived in an ever

-changing world but now we need to be aware of the changes. ‘Everything changes, but God 

changes not’, as Percy Dearmer’s hymn reminds us. ‘The power never changes that lies in his 

thought’.  

When we come into church, we know that now that we are in our familiar, spiritual, home. But 

we can see that things have changed. We need to use the clearly marked one-way system. We 

need to wear a mask and use the hand sanitiser. We are not yet allowed to sing, but we are 

allowed to pray and worship together, which was out of the question at Easter. Never before 

have we missed so much, being able to worship as a community. In future we are likely to 

appreciate services which last year we took for granted. We eagerly await the time when 

everyone feels able to return to Church. 

We have learnt to make the best of what we have. The hobbies we have dreamed of taking up, 

or returning to, have become a reality. For me it’s needlework and for my husband it’s 

gardening. It has been a challenging time for most families, with parents having to spend more 

time with their children than they are comfortable with and others being anxious about those 

they cannot see in person. That is now changing for the better. Families can meet. Traditional 

London venues for school holiday outings are reopening. The animals can be visited at the zoo. 

The Natural History museum has reopened, without the massive queue. Alexandra Palace 

boating lake has pedal boats for hire. 

God is with us as we steer ourselves through this difficult time. It may help to remember that 

‘Everything changes, but God changes not’ 

Hazel Miall 
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Gardening for All 
 

During lockdown we all began to appreciate our green spaces more than ever. With pollution at 
an unprecedented low for many years, nature blossomed and for those of us who were 
fortunate enough to be able to walk out, our gardens and parks became our saving grace from 
going stir crazy inside. 
 
I love my garden but it's usually cared for by someone else. I don't have 'green fingers'. 
However back in April I began to work in the garden just a little bit each day. It really was 
therapeutic, so much so that I began to hurry through my other chores so that I could get on 
with the gardening. It's a well-known fact that gardening is good for all manner of mental and 
physical ills for example –  anxiety, depression, high blood pressure and the like. Also, for me a 
garden is an ideal place to pray. I feel 
nearer to God through creation as I'm 
reminded of the earth's wonder and 
beauty. I can feel God's presence. 
 
At Christ Church we have a very 
special garden at the back of church. 
This has always felt like a magical 
space to me but it is totally 
underutilised. Some people find 
access difficult but this can be 
addressed. I am keen for us to start 
some post-Covid garden projects that 
enable as many people as possible to 
benefit from what is a truly lovely 
space. 
 
The garden is large enough for several projects to run side by side – for example: 

• Installing a sensory garden 

• Creating a prayer area with a prayer chair 

• A mini allotment or two 

• Planting herbs or flowers in pots 
I'm sure that there are many other possibilities too. This can be for us all, our friends, families 
and potentially anyone in the community who wants to be involved. 
 
This is a beautiful space that is an extension of our wonderful church building. I'm very 
interested to hear of your ideas. Let's see what we can do for the benefit of all. 
 

Dear Lord, bless the Christ Church garden. Thank you for its beauty 
created by you. 
Send the power of your spirit to inspire us to use it for the benefit 
of our community; to create projects that bring healing, peace 
and joy as we work in it together. Amen. 

 
Sandra Anderson 



8  

Christ Church Southgate                                                                                                               September 2020 

Saint of the Month: Saint Jerome,  
Feast Day September 30th 
 
Jerome (Eusebius Hieronymus), c.347-420, was a Father of the 
Church and Doctor of the Church. He was born at Stridon on the 
borders of Dalmatia and Pannonia of a well-to-do Christian family. 
His parents sent him to Rome to further his intellectual interests, 
and there he acquired a knowledge of classical literature and was 
baptised at the age of 19. 
 
Shortly thereafter he journeyed to Trier in Gaul and to Aquileia in 
Italy, where he began to cultivate his theological interests in 
company with others who, like himself, were ascetically inclined. 
 
When Jerome returned to Rome, Pope Damasus I appointed him 
confidential secretary and librarian and commissioned him to begin 
his work of rendering the Bible into Latin. He was able to translate 
both the Hebrew of the Old Testament and the Greek of the New 
Testament. In 386, Jerome settled at Bethlehem in a monastery 
established for him by Paula, one of a group of wealthy Roman 
women whose spiritual advisor he had been and who remained his 
lifelong friend. There he began his most productive literary period, 
and there he remained for 34 years, until his death. From this period come his major biblical 
commentaries and the bulk of his work on the Latin Bible. This translation of the Bible into Latin 
(the Vulgate) was used universally in Roman Catholic Churches for many centuries. It is still used 
sometimes when the mass is said is Latin. The writings of Jerome showed a scholarship otherwise 
unknown in the early church and helped to create the cultural tradition of the Middle Ages. He 
developed the use of the study of languages and geographical material in the study of the Bible. 
He also recognised the scientific importance of archaeology. 
 
Like all biblical interpreters of the early church, Jerome affirmed a threefold (historical, symbolic, 
and spiritual) meaning of Scripture and repudiated an exclusively historical interpretation as 
"Jewish". What he demanded was only that the historical interpretation should not be considered 
inferior to the allegorical (or spiritual). Jerome was no creative theologian, no great teacher of the 
church, and he engaged in one bitter controversy after another with vindictive passion. Yet for all 
his personal weaknesses, Jerome's reputation as a biblical scholar endures. 
 
He wrote ‘Now we have to translate the words of Scripture into deeds; instead of talking about 
holy things we must enact them’. 

Cathy Dallman 
__________________________ 

Information mainly from A Penguin Dictionary of Saints by Donald Attwater 
 

Image: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Antonio_da_Fabriano_II_-_Saint_Jerome_in_His_Study_-_Walters_37439.jpg  
  

Saint Jerome in His Study   

by Antonio da Fabriano  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Antonio_da_Fabriano_II_-_Saint_Jerome_in_His_Study_-_Walters_37439.jpg
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Find some Space and Wellbeing in 2020 on the St 
Alban’s Way 
 

Amongst the many things the year 2020 will be remembered for was that it was supposed to be 
the Year of Pilgrimage for English Cathedrals, with many events and celebrations being planned. 
Sadly, many these have had to be curtailed due to the current difficulties.  However, all is not 
lost! 
 
Last year, a new pilgrimage walking route was planned from St Paul’s Cathedral to St Alban’s 
Cathedral and Abbey Church to be part of this year’s offerings – called the St Alban’s Way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the words of the British Pilgrimage Trust Website: 
 

Alban was Britain’s first saint and martyr and the destination of his shrine has 
an awesome feeling, having had almost two millennia of devotion paid to it. 
You begin at St Paul’s Cathedral, then along the River Thames to Westminster 
Abbey, across the Royal Parks, passing by the Tyburn Convent that to this day 
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demonstrates living devotion to previous martyrs like Alban, then to the 
Paddington Basin from which you follow Regent’s Canal and climb Primrose Hill 
and on to Hampstead Heath, Parliament Hill, through the Hampstead Heath 
extension to pass St Jude’s on the Hill and join the Dollis Valley Green Walk, then 
the London Outer Orbital Path, then the Watling Chase Timberland Trail, the 
Moor Mill and River Ver, and the Ver Valley walk to New Barnes Mill, then the 
river path to Holywell Hill, before reaching St Albans Cathedral. This route has 
been designed so that the start and end point of each stage is easily accessible 
by public transport, and the route’s top priority is to be as scenic as possible 
between London and St Albans. (www.britishpilgrimage.org) 

 
As my current cathedral is St Paul’s and I was 
ordained in St Alban’s it rather appealed to me, so 
in August I tried it – covering 35miles in 5 days 
(and always back to the Vicarage in time for 
lunch!). The route does achieve all it sets out to 
do.  It covers a very wide range of scenery and I 
was amazed how much beauty and peace could be 
found threading through London out to St Albans, 
while not being too taxing, as most of it follows 

canals or rivers. 
 
So, as part of one of our aims in this new world 
of meeting together in outdoor and safe ways to 
experience God and worship together, I am 
inviting you to join me in October to walk 
together from St Paul’s to St Alban’s in five 
sections of about 7miles.  
 
To fit in with your different schedules I will 
actually be walking it twice with a choice of 
groups to join.  The first group will walk on Saturdays (3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st October) and 

the second group will walk it on 5 consecutive 
days in half term week on Tuesday 27th, 
Wednesday 28th, Thursday 29th, Friday 30th and 
Saturday 31st October. This means that the two 
groups will join together for the final stage on 
Saturday 31st from Radlett to St Albans. If you are 
interested there is more information here about 
each day’s journey… 
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/st-albans-way 
https://britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/st-albans-
way/ 
 

http://www.britishpilgrimage.org
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/st-albans-way
https://britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/st-albans-way/
https://britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/st-albans-way/
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If you would like to join in, contact me directly by phone or e-mail to let me know which group 
you would like to be part of.  Once I know how many we are going to be, we can discuss start 
times and other practical details.  

St Alban’s Cathedral describes the walk as a journey for the body and soul.  After the year we 
have been having, I can recommend the walk as a wonderful way to get away from it all and 
gain a new perspective, while staying close to home and without having to make any 
complicated arrangements – just come and walk! 
                    Fr Chrichton 

Images taken by Fr Chrichton: St Paul’s from the Millenium Bridge, Regents Canal, Hampstead 

Garden Suburb, Elstree Wood, River Ver, St Alban’s Cathedral  
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  Parish Life in Pictures 
  July & August 2020 

Images from the services in July and 
August including Bishop Rob’s visit, the 

vestment quarantine area and after 
service laundry 
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Recording the homilies for the online services  

 

Service to mark the  
75th anniversary of VJ Day 
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Adlestrop  
by Edward Thomas 
Yes. I remember Adlestrop –  
The name, because one afternoon 
Of heat the express-train drew up there 
Unwontedly. It was late June. 
 
The steam hissed. Someone cleared his throat. 
No one left and no one came  
On the bare platform. What I saw 
Was Adlestrop – only the name 
 
And willows, willow-herb, and grass, 
And meadowsweet, and haycocks dry, 
No whit less still and lonely fair 
Than the high cloudlets in the sky. 
 
And for that minute a blackbird sang 
Close by, and round him, mistier, 
Farther and farther, all the birds 
Of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. 

 
The contrast which Thomas draws between 
uneventfulness in the human world and intense 
activity in Nature is one that we experienced in 
Lockdown. For Thomas, a moment of stillness 
heightened his senses and made him aware of 
the natural world; boredom led to appreciation 
of beauty and resulting creativity. Somewhat 
similarly, we, deprived of our normal 
entertainments, took a deeper interest in 
plants blossoming and birds nesting in the 
notably beautiful spring and the evidence of 
new life in God’s creation lifted our spirits and 
gave us hope when fear and frustration made 
life seem bleak. 

Thomas’s initial 
response to the 
mention of 
Adlestrop, 
supposedly in 
conversation, 
leads us to expect 

an insignificant memory. Short sentences and 
monosyllabic words create the moment of 
stillness in the June 1914 heat, broken only by 
two sounds: the hiss of the train and the cough 

of an unidentified passenger. Nothing else 
happened and the word ‘bare’ describing the 
platform reinforces the apparent emptiness of 
this rural village where the train stopped 
‘unwontedly’. However, the dullness is 
transformed into a seminal experience as 
Thomas looks beyond the station to the 
surrounding countryside and his senses are 
assailed by the flourishing of flora and fauna. 
The poem’s style changes from prosaic to 
poetic with specific description; the abundance 
of plant-life, filling Thomas’s mind, is 
emphasised by repeated use of the word ‘and’. 
The blackbird prompts the chorus of birdsong 
stretching over 
two counties; we 
should forgive 
the hyperbole 
here, recognising 
the deliberate 
contrast with the 
mundaneness of 
the first two stanzas to show how moments of 
stillness can lead to spiritual enrichment. 

Thomas wrote the poem in January 1915, by 
which time the horrific reality of the Great War, 
begun so optimistically, was evident, leading to 
a change in perception of established values of 
patriotism and heroism. Sadly, it was not ‘a war 
to end all wars’ as predicted, and Man’s 
inhumanity to Man continues to be 
commonplace. Additionally, greed and ill-
considered progress have damaged our planet. 
(Adlestrop was among many victims of the 
Beeching railway cuts of 1963-5, an act which 
resulted in increased pollution.) Whatever the 
origin of the current pandemic, Man is again to 
blame. We can only hope that lessons have 
finally been learned and that values have been 
adjusted, leading to a more caring and less 
materialistic society, in which we show greater 
respect for one another and for our 
environment.                                                                                             
                                                      Margaret Gourd 

Images: 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/

f9/Adlestrop_railway_station_2035200_e31995d3.jpg/ 

 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/

thumb/6/62/Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-

_901029.jpg/ 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f9/Adlestrop_railway_station_2035200_e31995d3.jpg/398px-Adlestrop_railway_station_2035200_e31995d3.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f9/Adlestrop_railway_station_2035200_e31995d3.jpg/398px-Adlestrop_railway_station_2035200_e31995d3.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/62/Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_901029.jpg/360px-Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_901029.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/62/Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_901029.jpg/360px-Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_901029.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/62/Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_901029.jpg/360px-Adlestrop_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_901029.jpg
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Social Responsibility Committee Report 

From Sunday 6th September we hope to have a stall outside 
church to collect the contents of the Jars of Hope that we have 
been gathering over lockdown. From these contributions we will 
make our donation to Christian Aid. Please continue to put 
donations into your jar and bring them to church over the next 
weeks. Our stall will also have marmalade, jam and a selection 
of usual sale items. Please help yourself and bring correct 
money and place in box provided. If you wish to pay by cheque 
please make out to “Southgate Christ Church SRC” (Social 
Responsibility Committee). 
 
 

Our Food Bank collection box will also be back in 
operation from Sunday 6th although you can still 
contribute in a supermarket if you are shopping. 
During 2019 we donated 328.2 kilos of goods to 
the Food Bank. At present they particularly want 
tins of meat or fish, soup, vegetables & fruit; long 
life milk and toiletries. Many thanks. 
 
Kith & Kids (a charity which provides activities, opportunities, information and support for 
young people with autism, their families and carers) has been the charity choice of Briony 
Hadjidaniel for proceeds from her hand made face covering sales. We hope to have some for 
sale on our stall. You can find out more about their work at https://clarahost.clara.net/
www.kithandkids.org.uk/. They have two local charity shops called KLASP (an acronym 
standing for Kith & Kids Lifetime Advocacy Support Project) in Church Street, in Enfield, and 
will be very glad to receive household items that they can sell. You can also shop online 
at https://klasponline.co.uk/shop/  

 
A couple of weeks ago my son’s Bramley apple tree fell 
over, I think because of the weight of the apples and the 
wet and windy weather. As a result, I have been making 
mincemeat ready for Christmas. I wonder if anyone has 
any of the modern type jars (see photo) to donate. I will be 
very pleased to collect or receive. 
 
Many charities are still struggling as fund raising is so 
difficult at present.  We have some advertising space on 
the inside back cover and we will give consideration to 
suggestions.  
 
Meanwhile, thank you on behalf of the SRC for all you 

continue to do for charity in this unusual year.   
 Hilary Meur 

https://clarahost.clara.net/www.kithandkids.org.uk/
https://clarahost.clara.net/www.kithandkids.org.uk/
https://klasponline.co.uk/shop/
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Stewardship News 

 
Since my last report in July there has been some good news. The 
re-opening of Christ Church for services, albeit on a rather 
different basis than before, has allowed us to start accepting 
donations – both cash and contactless – once again. We have also 
received some one-off donations which helped to bolster our 
income during the shutdown. 
 
We are in a more fortunate position than some churches in that 
most members of our Stewardship Scheme pay directly into our 
bank account, either using the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) or by standing order. It would really 
help if those regular members of Christ Church placing cash or a blue Gift Aid envelope in the 
collection would agree to switch over to bank payments. Whilst this has been well publicised 
over the years, I appreciate that there may be those that do not understand what this scheme is 
all about. All the information on the PGS in the rack at back of church, but unfortunately this is 
not presently easily accessible. Please give me a call on the number in the Directory of The Spire 
or send an me an email and I will be very pleased to discuss it with you, and help you make the 
switch. 
 
For those willing to join immediately, this is much easier to do now that donations to the PGS 
can be set-up over the telephone. All that is needed is one call to their dedicated helpline 
number 0333 002 1271. I strongly urge those concerned to make this change to their donations  

– this really makes a difference in all sorts of ways, not least in reduced bank charges, easier 

administration, certainty of income for budgetary purposes, and speedier repayment of gift aid. 
 

Mick Meur, Stewardship Recorder 
mikestatistics@gmail.com 

 

 

 

We have recently received our second donation from Amazon as a result of purchases made via 
Amazon Smile where Christ Church is the linked charity, thanks to all those of you who helped 
make this happen! 

Amazon Smile is Amazon’s way of donating to the causes their customers care about. When you 
shop via the dedicated Smile website (https://smile.amazon.co.uk/) Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the cost of eligible purchases to your nominated charity. It’s no different to shopping on the 
regular Amazon site. You pay the same prices and enjoy the same benefits (for example if you’re 
signed up to their Prime service). However, you must checkout via the Amazon Smile website for 
us to receive a donation. 

To select Christ Church as your charity on the Amazon Smile website, login with your usual 
Amazon details and then when prompted type ‘Christ Church Southgate’ in the search box.  
Thank you!                                                                                                                                         
                     Clare Boulton 

mailto:mikestatistics@gmail.com
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The sun dancing on the roses on the church wall 
 
Our life is like that! 

You know, this looked beautiful on an early summer day, Christ Church reader of The Spire. 

Dearest Divine Creator God made all that, didn’t He? 

He is wonderful, isn’t He? 

He brought us back to our worship, services in our belovèd Christ Church. 

We have to be grateful, even though we still have a certain amount of restrictions. 

I love going for walks in the lovely parkland – the days have been good to us in many ways, have-

n’t they? 

I do love church so much. It was good to be back – once it opened. 

I went for private prayer once before the services started. 

Lovely to praise, pray and worship the Living God, Risen Christ. I adore Him! 

Lovely to meet with our fellow Christians in Jesus’ sacred house. 

 

I hope it won’t be long before we have the choir and singing in the service. 

Fellowship over coffee would be good. 

 

Of course, I still pray for many at Christ Church. 

Thank you for all your love everyone, 

God be with you. 

 
Lynda Corcoran 
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News from the Committees 
 
I think it was March when I was last able to report on Committee activities in any detail. That is 
not to say that nobody has done anything during lockdown! Far from it! People have continued 
to be busy, but following a different routine. Although not all committees have been able to 
meet, some have been holding virtual rather than actual meetings, using Zoom, email, and the 
telephone! 
 
The PCC has held a number of Zoom meetings, each timed to approximately one hour, and 
covering very focused agendas. The main concern has been to establish a way forward in an 
uncertain future and discussions centred on four main areas, summarised by Fr Chricton as:  

• providing support and counselling (for individuals and groups) 

• reaching out to the wider local community via Community Partnerships 

• eco and outdoor activities (gardening, maintaining war graves in the local cemetery, 
etc.) 

• consolidation of the provision for and communication with existing worshippers. 
 
Social Responsibility has met once via Zoom to discuss ideas for things they may be able to do 
in the future. And finally, Parish Centre Management have continued to meet either on Zoom 
or by email correspondence to work on use of the parish centre during this time/reopening to 
more users (so much legislation to comply with for the different user groups!).  
 
                                                                                                                                                Patricia Ashby 

 

Advance notice of the 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

will be held on  

Sunday 25th October  

at 11.15 am 
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Note from the Editors 

 
Back again to our ‘normal’ Spire. We hope you had a good summer, in spite of all the 

restrictions, and we are delighted to have been contacted by at least one new contributor. New 

contributors are always welcome – this is very much your magazine… written by you and for 

you – but please remember it is also a church magazine, so the focus needs to be appropriate. 

Contributions should also keep to the 400-450 word limit. (This limit allows some space for 

illustration, but we can usually accommodate up to 500 words as an absolute maximum.) 

Our next deadline is Tuesday 22nd September. We look forward to hearing from you, and in the 
meantime, we hope you enjoy the September edition. Please continue to stay safe! 

Clare & Patricia 

Spire Style Guide 

• 9 pt Calibri Font 

• No complex formatting (i.e. don’t insert pictures into your text, etc.)  
• Use only a single word space only after a full-stop 

• Ideally not more than 400 words, unless this  has been invited, or discussed in advance  

• Photos should be sent as .jpeg files  

• Respect Copyright – always cite sources if you have quoted text or reproduced images 
from elsewhere (internet, books, etc.)  

• Any questions, please email the editors: churchwardens@christchurch-southgate.org  
p.d.s.ashby@gmail.com 

 

The oak tree in the churchyard lost two branches in the high winds of Storm Francis.   
It has stood on the site since the time of the Weld Chapel and with careful management  

we hope it will continue to do so for many years to come. 

News of the churchyard oak tree 

mailto:churchwardens@christchurch-southgate.org
mailto:p.d.s.ashby@gmail.com
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PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office  Open on Wednesdays and Fridays 10 a.m.—1 p.m. and 2.30—5 p.m. 
Please phone beforehand if you have any special requests or needs. 
N.B. Notices for the Sunday pew sheets should reach the Office no later than 
10 a.m. on a Friday. If possible, please e-mail them. 

Mail   1 The Green, London N14 7EG 
Phone   8886 0384 
Email                 office@christchurch-southgate.org 
Website  www.christchurch-southgate.org 

 

Clergy 

Vicar   The Reverend Dr Chrichton Limbert 

Address    1 The Green, Southgate, London, N14 7EG 

Phone    8882 0917 

Email    frch138@btinternet.com 

 

Assistant Priest          The Reverend Hazel Miall 

Address                             85 Conway Road, Southgate, London, N14 7BD 

Phone   07980 740587 

Email   hazelhmiall@btinternet.com 

 

Lay Readers 
Cathy Dallman, 4 Greenacre Walk, Southgate, N14 7DB 8886 5918 
Jackie Anderson     8245 0305 
Sandra Anderson     07947 027265 
 

Churchwardens 
Clare Boulton, 321 Gladbeck Way, Enfield, EN2 7HR 8367 5961 
Catherine Harvey, 1 Ruby Road, Walthamstow, E17 4RE 07872 493556 
   

PCC 
Secretary  John Macrory      8440 3258 
                                            john@macroryward.co.uk 
Treasurer  Clare Boulton (as above)  
Stewardship  Michael Meur, 136 Green Dragon Lane, N21 1ET  8360 2362 
 

 
Music Department 
Director of Music Richard Brain      07979 850546 
                                           music@christchurch-southgate.org  
Assistant Director  
of Music     David Hinitt, 19 Mercia Rd, Baldock, Herts, SG7 6RZ 07734 209662 
Treasurer  Ian Winton, 7 Foxgrove, N14 7EA   8882 3680  
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Sacristan   Peter Holiday, 61 Arnos Grove, Southgate, N14 7AG 8886 4126 

Sidesmen  Judith Lo      8882 3335 

Sub-committee Chairs/contacts  
Outreach  Fr Chrichton Limbert (as above)     
Plant and Fabric Catherine Harvey (as above)  
Social Responsibility Jackie Anderson (as above) 
Resources  Ronald Lo      8882 3335 
Pastoral  Cathy Dallman (as above)  

Electoral Roll Officer Patricia Ashby      8886 2528 

Parish Magazine “The Spire” 
Editorial Team  Copy to be sent to the Parish Office (see above)   
Treasurer  Hilary Meur, 136 Green Dragon Lane, N21 1ET  8360 2362 

Flower Arrangers Contact the Parish Office (see above)  
        

 
Parish Centre/Church Halls 
Chairman  Philip Miall, 85 Conway Road, N14 7BD   8882 6738 
Secretary  Clare Boulton (see above) 
Lettings   christchurchparishcentre@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Michael Meur (as above) 

Christ Church Association Bar  
Contact   Clive Woodhouse, 41b Osborne Road, N13 5BT  8882 0014 
 
Friday Coffee Morning Every Friday morning 10.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. in Church 
Contact   Hilary Meur (as above) 

Lunch Fellowship Usually on 2nd Wednesday in the month at noon in Church 
Contact   Cathy Dallman (as above) 

Waterfall Group 1st Tuesday 8.30 p.m. – informal women's meeting  
    Frances Wyatt       8361 5379  
    Glenys Rodway, 14 Dawlish Avenue, N13 4HP    8882 5970 

 
Scout Group   The Reverend Hazel Miall, Cubs    07980 740 587  
    Stephen Smith, Group Scout Leader    8882 0991  
 
Bellringers   Practice held Wednesdays 7.30 p.m.  
Captain   Martin Sutcliffe, 46 Brookdale, N11 1BN   8368 1974  
 
Bridge Club   Thursdays 7.30 p.m. – 10 p.m.  
Secretary   Jean Jobson, 26 New River Crescent, N13 5RF   8882 5619  
 
Young Fogeys   For the active and retired, though you need not be either!  
Contact   Jean Thomas, 1 Bramford Court, N14 6DH   8882 8133 
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SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD 

 

Across 

8 Where the Ark of the Covenant was 

kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6) 

9 One of the parts of the body on which 

blood and oil were put in the ritual 

cleansing from infectious skin diseases 

(Leviticus 14:14–17) (3) 

10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I have 

loved Jacob, but Esau I have —’ 

(Malachi 1:3) (5)  

13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders 

of the church in Ephesus (Acts 20:17) (7)  

16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the 

ground with his finger’ (John 8:6) (7)  

19 Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 

26:18) (5) 

22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers 

(9)  

24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home 

to Ramah, but the boy ministered 

before the Lord under — the —’ (1 

Samuel 2:11) (3,6)  

25 There was no room for them in the inn 

(Luke 2:7) (4,3,6) 

 

 

 

 

Down 

1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6) 

2 See 24 Across  

3 Underground literature (including 

Christian books) circulated in the Soviet 

Union (8)  

4 Lo, mash (anag) (6)  

5 The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus —’ 

(John 11:35) (4) 

6 ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — 

and have no compassion on the child 

she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  

7 Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 

102:3) (6)  

12 ‘Send me, therefore, a man... 

experienced in the — of engraving, to 

work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 

Chronicles 2:7) (3)  

14 Second city of Cyprus (8)  

15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)  

16 One of the women who first heard that 

Jesus had risen from the dead (Mark 

16:1) (6)  

17 Braved (anag) (6)  

18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in 

the 1990s (6)  

20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in their 

own eyes and — in their own sight’ 

(Isaiah 5:21) (6)  

21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to 

separate us from the love of God’ 

(Romans 8:39) (6)  

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 

July SOLUTION 

 



    

 

 

 

To advertise here contact Hilary Meur  

via the Parish Office 

 

office@christchurch-southgate.org  

020 8886 0384 



 

 

Christ Church Southgate is a Registered Charity (1131606)  
We rely on your generous donations to finance our ministry. 

CHOIR CD 
‘The Heavenly Architect’  

Choral Classics from the Choir of Christ 
Church, Southgate.  

 

Music includes Parry I Was Glad,  
Mendelssohn Hear My Prayer,  

Wesley Blessed Be The God and Father 
and many more!  
Priced just £10! 

The Heavenly Architect 

Choral Classics from the  
Choir of Christ Church Southgate 

Directed by Richard Brain 
Organist David Hinitt 

CHRIST CHURCH SOUTHG 
“We believe in inclusive Church – 

church which does not 

discriminate, on any level, on 

grounds of economic power, 

gender, mental health, physical 

ability, race or sexuality. We 

believe in Church which 

welcomes and serves all people 

in the name of Jesus Christ; which 

is scripturally faithful; which 

seeks to proclaim the Gospel 

afresh for each generation; and 

which, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, allows all people to grasp 

how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Jesus Christ.” 

Christ Church Southgate  
is an Eco-Church, we have 

recently achieved the 
Silver Award. 

 
We are  

committed to caring 
 for God’s earth in the 
different areas of our  
life and work and are  

actively working  
to reduce our  

environmental impact  

Christ Church Southgate 
The Church on the Green N14  
Where everyone is welcome  


