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 Welcome! 
 From The Reverend  
 Dr Chrichton Limbert  
 Vicar of Christ Church Southgate 

Welcome to the September 2021 edition of The 
Spire magazine. Normally this edition welcomes 
everyone back from the summer break and sets 
us off on the mad rush to Christmas. However, 
unsurprisingly, that is not the case this year. 
Rather than nothing happening, the summer has 
seen a real growth and unfolding of parish life, 
and really positive signs that we are on the way to 
normality. 
 
I’ve looked back through my diary for July and 
August and these are the highlights of the 
summer “break” 2021: 
 
The Friends of the Christ Church Garden was 
launched and had its first – very successful – 
gardening day, with another coming and plenty 
more to do. (See the chalkboard at the back of 
church for the current jobs if you are feeling 
keen!) 
 
The new copier/printer was installed. This 

might not sound very exciting but the tall thin 
crane to lift it through the hatch way was a sight 
to see.  
 
The PCC met in person for the first time since 
lockdown, and we re-started Tuesday evening 
services with a service of healing twice a month. 
Choral evensong also returned on a Sunday 
evening. 
 
There was a training day for the Junior Choristers 
and the first full choir rehearsal for the trip to 
Bristol Cathedral. This took place without an 
organ as the blower has finally gone off for repair 
to stop all the rattling and grumbling from the 
basement! 
 
There was a parish walk through beautiful 
Hertfordshire countryside and I joined the YCCN 
(Young Christian Climate Network) to support 
them on a leg of their relay walk to Glasgow for 
COP26. They were happy to have a less than 
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Weekly Services 

                    Sunday   8.00 am    Said Eucharist  

                             10.00 am  Choral Eucharist  

                                    6.30 pm    Evensong 

                 Tuesday    7.30 pm    Said Eucharist 

                      (Healing on First + Third week)  

          Thursday  12.30 pm  Said Eucharist  

All welcome  

young Christian join them for 12 miles from 
Muswell Hill to Borehamwood.  
 
The investigation work to see what is 
happening to the chancel floor restarted with 
the taking of 5 metre core samples under the 
tiles. It was the noisiest thing I have ever heard 
in church, when the compressor and pneumatic 
road drill started up. We will soon have a plan 
to sort it all out I’m sure once the results are 
back. 
 
Finally, the core of parish life started to swing 
back into action. We baptised five children to 

welcome them into the faith, celebrated a much
-delayed wedding, and handed five people back 
to God for safe keeping, from new-born to life 
fully lived. 
 
All parish life is here again, with even more to 
come. Even the Quiz is back next month. Come 
and get involved and join in, even including 
getting confirmed when the Bishop comes in 
November. By the way, it will definitely almost 
be Christmas by then! 
 
  Every blessing, 

Fr Chrichton 
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The  Labyrinth of Life 

A couple of weeks ago we visited a friend who is not expected to live very long. We stayed with 
him for a couple of hours. The visit was nothing like we had anticipated and we found ourselves 
laughing a lot, and we had a happy time. 

On our way to his sick bed, we went via Bury St Edmonds and stopped at the Cathedral because 
it was new to us.  

We found a beautiful labyrinth, with 
the path marked out by masses of 
yellow wild flowers. It was too great a 
temptation to pass by. As we 
separately found our way in and out 
again, I got to thinking of the meaning 
of it all and how it related to everyday 
Christian life. 

Although labyrinths are not mentioned 
in the bible there are many references 
to paths that lead us to God: 
 I am the way, the truth and the 
life [John 14:16],  
 In their hearts humans plan 
their course, but the Lord establishes 
their steps [Proverbs 16:9],   
 For we walk by faith, not by 
sight [Corinthians 5:7] are just three 
examples. 

From Medieval times monks have 
walked their monasteries’ labyrinth 
paths in quiet contemplation with God. 
People of all faiths and none can find 
themselves drawn to the challenges 
they pose. A walk through the symbol 
of the labyrinth is a walk through a creative space that represents the many challenges of life. 

As we are gradually coming through the labyrinth of life that was caused by the pandemic, we 
may find solace in the simple steps that others have found helpful. To walk a labyrinth is not 
like a maze where there are dead ends; there is only one path, and that leads to the centre. 
God is the centre of our world. As we return to our everyday life, via a different part of the 
continuous path, we can walk with Jesus from the labyrinth’s path and into the present with a 
renewed sense of self and purpose to share with the world. 

As we walked out of the labyrinth it started to rain so we hurried back to the car, but we both 
had a feeling of peace which we were then able to share with our very ill friend. 

Hazel Miall 
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Singing under the Moon – The Choir at Bristol 
Cathedral 
 

Reunited and singing in style! 
That is how the Choir felt as 
we journeyed to the West 
County over the weekend of 
21-22 August to sing at Bristol 
Cathedral. There was a slight 
sense of disbelief amongst 
some that, following all the 
social distancing restrictions 
of the past 16 months, we 
really were finally singing as a 
full choir again and that we 
were off once again to sing in 
one of England’s great 
medieval cathedrals. 
 

Bristol Cathedral was founded as an Augustinian Abbey in c.1140 and was raised to Cathedral 
status at the reformation by Henry VIII in 1542, being at the same time rededicated to the Holy 
and Undivided Trinity. The Cathedral organ is a remarkable instrument and is today regarded as 
one of the finest examples of the English Romantic Organ School in the country. Originally built by 
Renatus Harris in 1685, it was modernized and substantially enlarged in 1907 by J W Walker and 
Sons (the same company who built our own Christ Church Organ). 
 
Our mini tour was full of energy and 
excitement, and after battling through 
holiday traffic on the M4, the Choir settled 
into a fun but demanding weekend of 
singing. The trip was special for two 
reasons. It was not just our big reunion 
post Lockdown, but also emotionally 
charged with the grand goodbye for eight 
of our choir members including choral 
scholars Alex Hill and Theo Gatward, and 
choristers Jemima Carroll, Sophie Dennis, 
Emma and Lauren Somerville, Rolf Stevens 
and Alex Rogers. 
 
Following our rehearsal on the Saturday afternoon, the Choir and groupies enjoyed dinner at the 
famous Za Za’s Bazar, which is an international cuisine “all-you-can-eat" buffet serving over 300 
dishes from all over the world. There was quite literally something for everyone! The chorister 
leavers surprised me with a set of charming thank you gifts including a photo album, card, wine 
and wine stopper. 
 
Sunday was of course the main event (though some may argue it was the buffet the night 
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before!). The Choir first sang for the 10am Eucharist, including 
Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D and Sir Edward Bairstow’s Let All 
Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, and there were fine solos from Sarah 
Gomersal, Liz Hill, Stephen Mason, Alex Hill, Clive Woodhouse 
and Vid Vasanthan. The Eucharist is still available to watch on 
Bristol Cathedral’s YouTube channel if you would like to see it. 
In the afternoon, the Choir was on full display to Bristol’s civic 
dignitaries as we sang for the installation of The Revd Jonnie 
Parkin as a canon of the Cathedral. Guests included Bristol’s 
Lord Lieutenant, Lord Mayor, and High Sheriff. The service was 
led by the Bishop of Bristol and the preacher was the Dean, 
with our own Fr Chrichton cantoring the Evensong Responses 
by Bernard Rose. 
 
The Choir sang a selection of its favourite music including Henry 
Ley’s A Prayer of King Henry VI, Howells’ Collegium Regale 
Evening Canticles, and Stanford’s Te Deum in B flat. The 

Stanford included lovely semi chorus solos from our chorister leavers in addition to Minna 
Jeffreys, Stephen, Vid, and Clive. Chris Limbert sang a stunning tenor solo in the Howell’s Nunc 
Dimittis. At the organ, playing civic fanfares and accompanying the Choir was our own Kate 
Macpherson, who wowed the cathedral congregation with her skilful and spirited playing. 
Congregation members lined up to see her afterwards! 
 
Hand on heart, I have to say that our Choir 
sang magnificently for both services, but 
especially for Evensong, where our singers 
once again demonstrated their talent, skill 
and dedication to choral music. The Bristol 
Cathedral acoustic was a highly rewarding 
one for us to sing in, and our repertoire 
was specially selected to both reflect our 
Choir’s tastes and also to work well with 
the organ. However, there was another 
extra exciting element, which was that we 
sang our services under the Museum of the 
Moon. This stunning and highly effective 
exhibit projects a detailed display of the lunar surface onto an internally-lit spherical sculpture. 
The sculpture is by the artist Luke Jerram. The moon provided a unique backdrop to our singing. 
 
The Bristol tour has provided us the perfect springboard for the autumn term. After singing in 
small ensembles for a year and half, the opportunity to sing as a large choir again (34 singers), in 
a beautiful and welcoming cathedral, was a fabulous reward. We had a wonderful time and all 
our singers are now very excited about returning to normal service patterns at Christ Church in 
September. The church has an exciting autumn of music making ahead of it which I hope you will 
enjoy. As for the Bristol tour, it was extremely special and has left us all with memories to 
treasure. 
 

Richard Brain, Director of Music. 
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Friends of Christ Church 
Garden 
 
Welcome! 
 
On the 24th July, those who were interested to 
know more met at the back of church. The 
weather brought the planned picnic inside – 
more of a packed lunch, in the end – and I 
introduced the rationale behind forming this 
group, inviting everyone to rise to the challenge 
that our garden space presents. 

 
The ‘Friends’ idea has grown from the urgent 
need not only to care for our outdoor spaces, 
but to develop them for the benefit of all. The 
Church of England is very committed to this and 
at Christ Church, not only do we have the 
church yard and the front garden, but we also 
have a sizeable and under-utilised back garden 
space. Home to our bees, this is an area which 
could be made available to the wider 
community for a multitude of purposes. A 
glance at the ARocha website (https://
arocha.org.uk – it’s ARocha that gave us our 
current silver Eco-Church award) reminds us 
that it is no longer an option to do nothing with 
our God-given green spaces. 
 
Therefore, the aim of the Friends of Christ 
Church Garden group is to manage and develop 
our garden space through small group projects, 
participate in scheduled group gardening days, 
and organise fund raising events to enable us to 

put our ideas into practice. We also hope to 
forge links with local schools and colleges, 
businesses, GP practices, etc., and to encourage 
wider membership, participation and use of the 
space.  
  
Ideas so far have included a pot garden, raised 
beds, a sensory garden, a meadow/wildlife area 
(to protect and encourage insects, animals and 
flowers), a vegetable and fruit area, a formal 
prayer area with seating and a children’s and 
family area. We hope to make contact with 
Capel Manor for help and advice, for example, 
and we will be looking for local sponsors 
through advertising. The aim is to get a couple 
of projects started this year. 
 
Our first gardening day was held on 14th 
August. The intention was to get some basic 
gardening done post lockdown. It was well 
attended and much tidying and weeding was 
achieved. I think you’ll agree that we can 
already see a difference. Revd Hazel also 
supervised some potting by the cubs. What a 
lovely start! There is still much to be done 
though, and gardening jobs for the week will be 
written on the chalk board at the back of 
church. 

So, current Friends, I thank you for your work 
so far and for all that you will contribute in the 
future. Potential Friends (including members of 
the local community), you will be welcomed 
with open arms. Your gardening skills can be 
minimal. It doesn’t matter. We need 

https://arocha.org.uk
https://arocha.org.uk
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Claire’s Lockdown Garden 
 
Throughout lockdown, to keep me busy, I have 
enjoyed doing some gardening. It is relaxing and you 
get to see all sorts of wildlife, from butterflies to 
foxes. 
 
As well as planting lots of bee-friendly flowers, I enjoy 
growing all sorts of herbs, fruit, and vegetables such 
as; apples, peppers, tomatoes, runner beans, pears, 
basil and mint. 
 
My mum and I often bake with these home-grown 
herbs, fruits, and vegetables and it is always 
delicious! 
 
In my garden I have multiple bird boxes in the trees, 
and collect rain to water the garden and for the wildlife to drink. Overall, it’s good to get some 
fresh air once in a while and help nature grow! 

Claire Cole 

fundraisers, planners, networkers and positivity 
at all times… especially when we meet 
obstacles.  
 
There is no time limit to this project. Caring for 
our world is ongoing, as is God’s care for us. 
 

Sandra Anderson, Committee Chair 
 
Friends of Christ Church Garden Committee 
Revd Chrichton Limbert, President 
Patricia Ashby, Secretary 
Jenny Wootten, Gardening expert and 
Technical advisor 
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A Hymn to God the Father by John Donne 
 
Wilt thou forgive that sin where I begun, 
         Which was my sin, though it were done before? 
Wilt thou forgive that sin, through which I run, 
          And do run still, though still I do deplore? 
                  When thou hast done, thou hast not done, 
                            For I have more. 
 

Wilt thou forgive that sin which I have won 
         Others to sin, and made my sin their door? 
Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun 
         A year or two, but wallow’d in, a score? 
                 When though hast done, thou hast not done, 
                         For I have more. 
 

I have a sin of fear, that when I have spun  
           My last thread, I shall perish on the shore; 
But swear by thyself, that at my death thy Son 
          Shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore; 
                   And, having done that, thou hast done; 
                             I fear no more. 
 

The word ‘hymn’ in the title of this poem suggests that it will be praising God so the contents may 
surprise, as Donne makes very direct - even audacious - demands of his Maker. He actually wrote the 
poem twice, once addressing Christ, so his fear of his sins being forgiven obviously weighed heavily 
on his mind as the end of his life drew near. The structure of the poem enables him to shape his 
anxiety: the three stanzas, especially the first two, employ repetition in language, metre and rhyme 
but each presents specific questions, thus analysing the nature of his sins.  
 

The first stanza refers to Original Sin into which we are born –  ‘where I begun’ – but although his sin 
has been ‘done before’, Donne does not deny his culpability in continuing to commit it. He ends the 
stanza forewarning God that even if He forgives him for this, they have not finished. 
 

In the second stanza, Donne confesses to graver sins, asking God if He can also forgive these. He uses 
the image of an open door to express how his own behaviour has led others to sin; as a cleric, he 
should of course set a good example. In addition, although he has remained sinless for ‘a year or 
two’, he has sinned for twenty or more years, the word ‘wallow’d’ indicating that he took pleasure in 
it. Repeating the last two lines of the first stanza, Donne tells God that he has still not finished listing 
his sins or requesting forgiveness. 
 

The pattern of the final stanza departs from that of the others as Donne expresses his greatest fear. 
Using the classical images of his life as a thread being spun and the border between life and death as 
a river, Donne addresses his fear of dying without forgiveness, therefore being denied Heaven. 
Doubting the mercy of God is Despair, arguably the greatest sin of all. Donne’s final demand is that 
God swear by Himself that Christ will ensure his forgiveness, which again seems to betray his doubt. 
However, the allusion to Christ whose light ‘shines now’ suggests that Donne has not entirely lost his 
faith and the poem ends on a more positive note: if God reassures him of forgiveness through 
Christ’s mercy, he has finished his pleas and ‘fear[s] no more’. This conclusion offers us reassurance 
too.                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                   Margaret Gourd 
 

Poem by John Donne, politician and cleric [1572-1631], at https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems 
Image from https://www-images.christianitytoday.com/images/67464.jpg?w=700  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems
https://www-images.christianitytoday.com/images/67464.jpg?w=700
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Prayer of the month 
 
A tumultuous summer in so many ways! We’ve had everything, from a little fair weather 

and holidays and meeting with family and friends that we had not seen for the many 

months of lockdown, to dramas and disasters on an epic scale. We find ourselves in a 

world, a home, of great uncertainty and confusion. Uncertainty in Afghanistan. Mayhem 

in the earthquake disaster zone of Haiti. Covid vaccination uncertainty – will it last? – 

and still too many deaths and too many infections. Too much greed and deception. And 

in all this, still the ordinary cycle of life – the loss of loved ones which must sometimes 

seem almost unnoticed by others among the more widely shared troubles that surround 

us and occupy our minds. But we have hope. We have the harvest approaching. We 

have our faith. We have the sure knowledge that even if it is sometimes difficult to 

discern his hand, God is with us, always.  

 

Judging from the prayers they left for us to share, many nineteenth century Christians – 

often famous, sometimes surprising names like the Bronte sisters, Anne and Emily, 

Charles Kingsley and Jane Austen – left prayers for us to share that reflect feelings not at 

all unlike our own. It seems that little changes. One such prayer, looking to make the 

best of things perhaps, was written by Robert Louis Stevenson in Samoa. In an 

Introduction to the collection in which this prayer was published (“Prayers written in 

Vailima”), Stevenson’s wife wrote In every Samoan household the day is closed with 

prayer and the singing of hymns. The omission of this sacred duty would indicate, not 

only a lack of religious training in the house chief, but a shameless disregard of all that is 

reputable in Samoan social life.  

 

We can share Stevenson’s words now, praying: 

 

Lord, receive our supplications for this house, family and country. Protect the innocent, 

restrain the greedy and the treacherous, lead us out of our tribulation into a quiet land. 

 

Look down upon ourselves and our absent dear ones. Help us and them, prolong our 

days in peace and honour. Give us health, food, bright weather and light hearts. In what 

we meditate of evil, frustrate our wills; in what of good, further out endeavours. Cause 

injuries to be forgotten and benefits to be remembered. 

 

Let us lie down without fear and awake and arise with exultation. For His sake, in whose 

words we now conclude, Amen.  

[Robert Louis Stevenson, 1850–94] 

 
Poem from https://www.gutenberg.org/files/616/616-h/616-h.htm  

 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/616/616-h/616-h.htm
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  Parish Life in Pictures 
  July & August 2021 

 

 
Clockwise from the top:  Last Sunday in church for Senior Choristers and  

Anita Somerville as choir chaperone; Baptism of Martha; Licensing of Kate and 
Clare as Churchwardens; Delivery of the new photocopier. 
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From the top left to right: Wedding of Katherine Gourd and David Hinitt; YCCN 
relay to Glasgow (Muswell Hill to Boreham Wood); Baptisms of Zachary and 

Florence;  Investigatory drilling chancel floor. 
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 Parish Walk – 3rd July 2021 

It was an anxious night before the walk as the weather forecast was somewhat uncertain and 
there had been rain in the days before. The actual day turned out to be lightly overcast, but 
warm and not raining. The sun even came out for a while. That’s British weather, and we hope 
the parish St. Swithun’s fundraising event will have been a success in spite of it! 

We assembled at the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust Nature Reserve, at the old gravel pits 
near Great Amwell, not far from Ware. There were 11 of us including the Vicar, and we were 
joined by Gizmo, the friendly dog of Margaret's daughter. After some last-minute decisions, we 
split into two groups, one doing a walk along the Lea Navigation to Stanstead St. Margarets and 
the other up the hill before coming downhill to meet the first group for lunch at the Jolly 

Fisherman pub.  Lunch over, we all then enjoyed a 
leisurely walk by the New River, back to starting point. 

Ronald Lo writes: 

Both groups walked a short distance together before 
parting ways. The ‘uphill group’, shortly after going 
under the road bridge of Hollycross Road, climbed 
uphill towards Widburyhill Farm. Over the brow of the 
hill, there was a fine view of the town of Ware. There, 
we looked up the Great Bed of Ware (now in the V&A 
Museum) online and learned about it.  Then there was 
talk about John Gilpin and his exploits in the area – 
there is a street named after him in Stanstead St. 
Margarets. Having gained the top of the ridge, we went 
on to Swades 
Farm, 
identifying and 
talking about 
the plants and 
crops that 

were found near the path. We noted a kite and skylarks 
too.  The path then dropped to Watersplace Farm 
before reaching Stanstead St. Margarets where we 
wound our way to the pub by the Lea Navigation for a 
late lunch. Luckily, tables were reserved for us by our 
friends in the other group of walkers. It was a very 
pleasant 6-mile amble with a variety of terrain, views 
and interest. Modern technology helped us to gain 
insight into the area. We then had a good lunch to break 
the walk before heading back to the start. 

Angela Parker writes: 

Saying goodbye to the unidentified ducks, the swans, 
Canada geese, and a little ringed plover, we had a short 
walk to the canal and the parting of the ways. The ‘uphill group’ went off swiftly to tackle their 
hills and bridges while we in the  ‘gentle  group’ walked more slowly along the tow path towards 
our lunch at the Jolly Fisherman Pub in Stanstead St Margarets. We were accompanied by Gizmo, 
the perfectly behaved Pomeranian on a short lead who made sure there were no stragglers. 
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There was quiet chat, setting 
the world to rights, talking 
about the insects snails and 
birds to see along the canal 
side, and an assortment of 
narrow boats, some in better 
shape than others – all to keep 
us interested as we walked 
along the well-kept, level path. 
At the lock we had time to stay 
and watch the process of 
getting a boat up river, with 
creaking lock gates and sloshing 
water. There was time to look at 
the waterside scenery and 
check out leaves, flowers and 
insects in unhurried 
companionship. This made a splendid post-lockdown restart to the Christ Church Parish Walk 
tradition led by Ron and Judith Lo. We all met up at the pub, had a satisfying lunch, and ambled 
back to the cars along the New River path (which is parallel to the canal) passing ducks with 
ducklings, coots and moorhens. Having combined fresh air, good food, and exercise, all in fine 
company, we set off happily for home. 

Ronald Lo and Angela Parker 

 
DAILY HOPE  a free phone line offering music, 

prayers and reflections as  
well as services from the Church of England. 

Available 24 hours a day on   
0800 804 8044. 

Virtual Church 

Please visit  https://www.christchurch-southgate.org/virtual-church where you will find a range 
of resources, including activities for children, that you may find helpful at this time.  
 
The Virtual Church YouTube Playlist is at https://www.youtube.com/user/ChristChurchN14/ 
 
Our weekly pre-recorded service and other new resources are publicised via the weekly email 
newsletter. If you do not already receive this you can sign up at http://eepurl.com/do5wIv  
 

Support 
 

If you need, or know anyone who needs, support at this time please get in touch by emailing 
churchwardens@christchurch-southgate.org or via the contact details for the Churchwardens in 
the Parish Directory. 

https://www.christchurch-southgate.org/virtual-church
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChristChurchN14/
https://christchurch-southgate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed0c2d87955cb106c36830c62&id=fe2e15caed&e=895220a884
mailto:churchwardens@christchurch-southgate.org
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Social Responsibility Committee 

The first weekend in September is Open House 

Weekend and we are delighted to announce that 

our fund raising stall will be back in church in 

time for this. We will have the usual preserves, 

cards and general sales items, as well as a 

selection of Judith Limbert’s handmade eco cards.  

Some of our range of exclusive gifts, based on our 

stained glass windows by William Morris & 

Company, will also be available for purchase. 

Naturally, our income has been down over the 

months of the pandemic, so this is a good way to 

begin to replenish our reserves.  

 

St. Swithun’s Fundraiser has been a great 

success. Over £700 has been pledged and the 

results are 22 WET and 18 DRY. Please honour 

your pledge in cash or by cheque, or email us for 

our bank details. The closing date for 

contributions is the 15th of September. We will 

then be delighted to send our donation to Water 

Aid, who transform other communities by giving 

them clean water for the first time. 

 

Shoeboxes this year need to be ready by 7th November. I already have 20 covered and with 

some contents. If you have any of the usual gifts to contribute or would like to make a 

donation of money please let me know. 

 

The Harvest Quiz on 2nd October will be 

similar to the usual pre-Lent Quiz. Please 

start organising your team, and finding 

the worst raffle prizes! Proceeds this 

time will go to the RNLI (the Royal 

National Lifeboat Institution). 

 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

      

 

 

 

Hilary Meur 

      Tel.0208 3602362 

     Email ccsocres@gmail.com 

mailto:ccsocres@gmail.com


  17  

Christ Church Southgate                                                                                                                   September 2021 

 

Stewardship  
 

Collections in church and other donations 
remain low, about 75% of last year’s total, 
which was itself much lower than a normal 
year. With the further opening up of services in 
church from September it is to be hoped that 
there will be an increase in collections, both in 
cash and use of the contactless machine. 
However, there will still be a significant deficit 
in our Parochial Fund income in 2021. My 
projection based on a best guess scenario is 
that this will be in the region of £5,000 – so it 
will be a challenging year for our finances. 
 
This only reinforces the argument that I have 
been writing about for many a long year, that 
regular donations should be made into our 
bank. Ideally this will be using our preferred 
method via the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). 
There has been some good news in that there is 
a slow but gradual uptake of this.  
 
Unfortunately, there is also the continual loss 
of long-standing regular donors each year. We 
need to replace these stalwarts with new 
regular donors. 
 

Regular donation to Christ Church means that 
you are supporting Christ Church financially all 
year round. The only way to do that is by 
joining our Stewardship Scheme and making a 
regular commitment, ideally by joining the PGS. 
Please do consider taking this step to help 
support the worship and music of Christ Church 
and also the local community. 
 
It really could not be simpler now to start 
regular donations through the PGS, especially 
using the simple and secure online process. You 
can now set-up your Direct Debit online, by 
telephone, or you can fill in a gift form and post 
it to PGS. If you would prefer the latter, please 
let me know and I will let you have the form. 
My contact details are in The Directory at the 
back of the Spire or email me at 
mikestatistics@gmail.com 
 
And finally here, I have at last prepared my 
annual thank you letters and these will be 
included in your September mailing of The Spire 
magazine. My apologies for the delay. 

 
Mick Meur, Stewardship Recorder 

mikestatistics@gmail.com 

HOW YOU CAN HELP! 
Please consider joining the Parish Giving Scheme 

now, this can be set-up easily over the telephone. 
All you needed to do is  

make one call to their dedicated helpline number 
0333 002 1271.  

When calling please quote our parish code 
230623352  

or online using the following link: 
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your

-parish/southgate-christ-church-london/ 
Or scan the QR code below on your smartphone or 

tablet 

 

mailto:mikestatistics@gmail.com
mailto:mikestatistics@gmail.com
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/southgate-christ-church-london/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/southgate-christ-church-london/
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News from the Committees 
 
In many ways, the summer break is a down time for the committees, but this year a great deal of 
activity has taken place that I can tell you about in this news report, in spite of the restrictive 
influence of the pandemic.  
 
As you will have read in the Vicar’s letter, the Parochial Church Council met in person for the 
first time since the original 2020 lockdown – socially distanced in the Lower Walker Hall, masks 
at members’ discretion. Fr Chrichton informed the committee that he has now started his role as 
Assistant Area Director of Ordinands, and he updated the Committee on the latest Covid advice 
(regarding distancing, masks, cleaning, singing, etc.) which we are now all experiencing 
firsthand. We heard that financially, the parish is breaking even on day to day costs. Members 
were updated on Safeguarding and voted to approve the annual policy statement. And a new 
committee structure was proposed: Finance & Standing will remain but with a slightly expanded 
membership, Pastoral has been absorbed by the now expanded clergy team who will also care 
for the new Community & Wellness committee . The new Eco & Creation Care committee will 
be chaired by Sandra Anderson.  
 
Social Responsibility has been a little quieter, perhaps, over the last two months, but as always, 
their activities are reported in full by Hilary Meur elsewhere. You are reminded about the St 
Swithin’s challenge, raising funds for Water Aid. There is still time to send your contribution to 
Hilary – the deadline is 15th September. 
 
One major piece of news is from the Plant and Fabric 
committee: the drilling survey of the chancel floor! This 
was recently successfully completed, as you may have 
seen in the weekly online newsletter, and found beneath 
the tiles and a modest concrete underlay, none other 
than… foundations of London clay! This is, unfortunately, 
gradually drying out! But the sinking floor is now 
explained and the way forward is becoming clearer. 
Other news here includes: learning that the organ 
blower was to go for repair, the clock is being repaired, 
some boundary wall repairs are in the pipeline, the plan 
for essential treework still remains to be finalized, and we seem – for now at least – to have 
successfully eliminated our visiting mice!  
 
Outreach has continued in many ways. Not least by our continuing to send this magazine to all 
those on the Electoral Roll. And you can read a detailed account of the launch meeting of the 
The Friends of Christ Church Garden group which, in spite of the inclement weather, saw 21 
hardy souls gather at the back of church to learn what this was all about. (This group will now be 
under the umbrella of the new Eco & Creation Care committee.) 
 
The Parish Centre Management’s work continues, keeping the halls as safe and Covid-free as 
possible for all users. And, of course, the bar is now reopened, hosting meetings of the Christ 
Church Association. 

Patricia Ashby 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office  Open on Wednesdays and Fridays 10 a.m.—1 p.m. and 2.30—5 p.m. 
Please phone beforehand if you have any special requests or needs. 
N.B. Notices for the Sunday pew sheets should reach the Office no later than 
10 a.m. on a Friday. If possible, please e-mail them. 

Mail   1 The Green, London N14 7EG 
Phone   8886 0384 
Email                 office@christchurch-southgate.org 
Website  www.christchurch-southgate.org 
 

Clergy 
 

Vicar   The Reverend Dr Chrichton Limbert 

Address    1 The Green, Southgate, London, N14 7EG 

Phone    8882 0917 

Email    frch138@btinternet.com 

 

Assistant Priest          The Reverend Hazel Miall 

Address                             85 Conway Road, Southgate, London, N14 7BD 

Phone   07980 740587 

Email   hazelhmiall@btinternet.com 
 

Lay Readers 
Cathy Dallman, 4 Greenacre Walk, Southgate, N14 7DB 8886 5918 
Jackie Anderson     8245 0305 
Sandra Anderson     07947 027265 
Amy Li       via the office 
                                                                                                       
 

Churchwardens 
Clare Boulton, 321 Gladbeck Way, Enfield, EN2 7HR 8367 5961 
Kate Carroll, katecarroll1@aol.com             07974 437966 
   

PCC 
Secretary  Caroline Robertson      8886 0384 
                                           office@christchurch-southgate.org 
Treasurer  Clare Boulton (as above)  
Stewardship  Michael Meur, 136 Green Dragon Lane, N21 1ET  8360 2362 
 
Music Department 
Director of Music Richard Brain      07979 850546 
                                           music@christchurch-southgate.org  
Organist  Kate Macpherson 
Associate Organist    David Hinitt 
Treasurer  Ian Winton, 7 Foxgrove, N14 7EA   8882 3680  
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Sacristan   Vacancy 

 

Sidesmen  Judith Lo      8882 3335 

Sub-committee Chairs/contacts  
Outreach  Fr Chrichton Limbert (as above)     
Plant and Fabric Kate Carroll (as above) 
Social Responsibility Vacancy 
Resources  Ronald Lo      8882 3335 
  

Electoral Roll Officer Patricia Ashby      8886 2528 

 

Parish Magazine “The Spire” 
Editorial Team  Copy to be sent to the Parish Office (see above)   
Treasurer  Hilary Meur, 136 Green Dragon Lane, N21 1ET  8360 2362 

 

Flower Arrangers Contact the Parish Office (see above)  
        

 
Parish Centre/Church Halls 
Chairman  Philip Miall, 85 Conway Road, N14 7BD   8882 6738 
Secretary  Clare Boulton (see above) 
Lettings   christchurchparishcentre@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Michael Meur (as above) 

 

Christ Church Association Bar  
Contact   Clive Woodhouse, 41b Osborne Road, N13 5BT  8882 0014 

 
Friday Coffee Morning Every Friday morning 10.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. in Church 
Contact   Hilary Meur (as above) 

 

Lunch Fellowship Usually on 2nd Wednesday in the month at noon in Church 
Contact   Cathy Dallman (as above) 

 
Scout Group   The Reverend Hazel Miall, Cubs    07980 740 587  
    Stephen Smith, Group Scout Leader    8882 0991  
 
 

Bellringers   Practice held Wednesdays 7.30 p.m.  
Captain   Martin Sutcliffe, 46 Brookdale, N11 1BN   8368 1974  
 
Young Fogeys   For the active and retired, though you need not be either!  
Contact   Jean Thomas, 1 Bramford Court, N14 6DH   8882 8133 
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SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD 

 
 

Clues Across 
 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith 

into this grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6) 

4  Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6) 

8  The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5) 

9  Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7) 

10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 

11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there 

was plenty of water’ (John 3:23) (5) 

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 

17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 

1:13) (5) 

19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) 

21 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in heaven’ 

(Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 

22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 

23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 

24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 

130:1) (6) 

 
 
Clues Down 
 
1  Popular Christian author and humorist, 

Plass (6) 

2  Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 

4:6) (7) 

 

 

3  Method of compelling surrender by 

surrounding target of attack (2 Chronicles 

32:1) (5) 

5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 

6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 

7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 

9  Husband of Deborah, the prophetess 

(Judges 4:4) (9) 

13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) 

14 What Christ threatened to do to the 

lukewarm church in Laodicea (Revelation 

3:16) (4,3) 

15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged 

the net (John 21:11) (6) 

16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return 

to Judea was ‘Let us also go, that we may 

die with him’ (John 11:16) (6) 

18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … 

(Matthew 8:12) (5) 

20 Walkway between rows of pews in a 

church (5) 

 
 
 

JULY SOLUTION 
 

 
 

 



    

 



 

 

Christ Church Southgate is a Registered Charity (1131606)  
We rely on your generous donations to finance our ministry 

CHRIST CHURCH SOUTHG 
“We believe in inclusive Church – 

church which does not 

discriminate, on any level, on 

grounds of economic power, 

gender, mental health, physical 

ability, race or sexuality. We 

believe in Church which 

welcomes and serves all people 

in the name of Jesus Christ; which 

is scripturally faithful; which 

seeks to proclaim the Gospel 

afresh for each generation; and 

which, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, allows all people to grasp 

how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Jesus Christ.” 

Christ Church Southgate  
is an Eco-Church, we have 

recently achieved the 
Silver Award. 

 
We are  

committed to caring 
 for God’s earth in the 
different areas of our  
life and work and are  

actively working  
to reduce our  

environmental impact  

Christ Church Southgate 
The Church on the Green N14  
Where everyone is welcome  

 

CHOIR CD 
‘The Heavenly Architect’  

Choral Classics from the Choir of Christ 
Church, Southgate.  

 

Music includes Parry I Was Glad,  
Mendelssohn Hear My Prayer,  

Wesley Blessed Be The God and Father 
and many more!  

 

Priced just £10! 

The Heavenly Architect 

Choral Classics from the  

Choir of Christ Church Southgate 

Directed by Richard Brain 

Organist David Hinitt 


