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 Welcome! 
 From The Reverend  
 Dr Chrichton Limbert  
 Vicar of Christ Church Southgate 

Can I be the first to wish you a joyful new year 
and a blessed Christmas. As you know, the 
liturgical new year starts with Advent Sunday – 
when we start again at the front of all the prayer 
and reading books with Year C, when most of our 
Sunday gospel readings will come from Luke. The 
year that ended with our wonderful celebration 
of Christ the King at the end of November never 
really started properly, as the church was briefly 
closed as a “fire break” over Advent Sunday 2020. 
This means we are starting a full Advent season 
for the first time in two years.  
 
I suppose I shouldn’t be surprised at anything 
after the last couple of years, but virtually every 
TV advert during November has been for a 
groaning table of food for Christmas lunch. It is 
just one meal in four weeks’ time! I can see the 
attraction, as the promised large gatherings were 
taken off us at the last minute a year ago. Our 
family Christmas lunch for 2020 was on Easter 
Monday in the garden, which was a great fun 
occasion, but we can only hope that gatherings 
will still happen this year as usual. However, if it 
turns out that we can’t do what we normally do 

after all, we’ll just do something else instead! We 
have had plenty of practice at short notice 
changes, so we will press on. 
 
The plan is for a full programme of Christmas 
services, including the Nine Lessons and Carols, 
and the Crib Service. They will still be slightly 
different, as we are not fully post-pandemic (as 
we read the news from Europe) and “normal” life 
is still a long way off. We have all had to be good 
at changing the details of things, while 
remembering why we do things and what they 
really mean for us. Many people have taken the 
opportunity to re-think what is important to 
them, to make sure they use their valuable time 
for the best. Some things have flourished in all 
spheres of life and some things have come to 
their natural end. At the time of writing, this will 
be the last issue of The Spire magazine in its 
current incarnation. I am aware how much it has 
been valued by many people, particularly when 
we were unable to meet together, by providing a 
link to the church community and an unexpected 
gift to fall out. Going forward, we will be flexible 
and think about the best ways to let everyone 
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DAILY HOPE a free phone line offering music, 

prayers and reflections as  
well as services from the Church of England. 

Available 24 hours a day on   
0800 804 8044. 

know what is happening. However, I must 
record our grateful thanks to the editorial team 
of Clare Boulton and Patricia Ashby who 
produced so many magnificent issues – their 
contribution to keeping us together and 
worshipping is immeasurable. 
 
This year we are able to re-enact again the 
original difficult journey to Bethlehem, as our 
knitted Mary, Joseph and the donkey will be 
travelling round the parish to draw us, with 
them, to celebrate the birth in church on 
Christmas Eve. (However, don’t miss the behind
-the-scenes pictures from when they were in 

church last year looking for the manger, which 
we will be posting on the website and social 
media.)  All our celebrations will still be 
different this year, but the fundamental truth 
remains. Christmas was not cancelled last year, 
and it won’t be this year either. Come to one of 
our special services and, in the words of the 
shepherds, “see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known to us”.  
 
Have a lovely Christmas and may 2022 bring 
you joy and peace. 
                                           Every  blessing. 
                                                                Fr Chrichton 

Note from the Editors 
 
We sincerely hope this double Christmas and New Year edition will mark the start of a very 

happy festive season for one and all!  
 
This is a strange note to write because this time, there are no reminders! At the time of writing,  

a new editorial team has yet to be found for The Spire and so there is no immediate deadline to 
bring to your attention. Instead, we would both urge you to consider whether or not you could 

take over from us and keep the production line running. Although we ourselves need a break 
from the monthly responsibility, neither of us is going to disappear! If anyone feels this is 
something they could do, we are both very happy to answer questions and we will be here to 

support you as you take over the work. Between us, we put in two or three days each month, so 
we know that this isn’t a trivial commitment. But a ‘team’ of you, a group of friends for example, 

might consider doing it together and having the amazing amount of pleasure and fun that it 
involves – and the huge satisfaction of knowing that it’s a job well done when the next copy rolls 
off the printer! And, of course, it doesn’t have to be forever – how about just giving it a try for 

the next 10 copies? 
 
So, with that thought in mind, we wish you a very happy Christmas and send you every good 

wish for 2022. 
Clare & Patricia 
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Seeing the familiar through greenery  
 
The restrictions of the last couple of years have enabled many of us to really appreciate God’s 
creation. Even in London there are so many areas of green space.  Although I have lived in 
London for most of my life, I hadn’t bothered to explore many of the green areas on the 
map… not until the last couple of years, that is. There was so much to worry about. There was 
so much time to think. So much time to take advantage of and so many outdoor places to 
visit. 

I went to places I hadn’t been to before, and saw 
familiar London landmarks through curtains of 
greenery. The Natural History Museum has a 
wonderful, natural, outside garden to explore and 
children can find the answers to the questions on a quiz 
sheet, and discover some of the wonders of nature.  

The waterways of London have public footpaths 
overhung with beautiful colourful plants. It’s like being 
in the country. 

It would seem that people don’t change much over the 
years. Jesus knew that humans worry about their lives, 
just as we have done during this extraordinary 
pandemic. But in Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 6, Jesus 
pointed out that we cannot add a single hour to our 
lives by worrying about them. The lilies of the field, the 
wild flowers by the sides of rivers and canals, do not toil 
or spin, but even today they are more beautiful than 
Solomon in all his glory.  

God cares for the flora and fauna of our waysides, but we need to do our individual best to 
ensure that our natural resources continue to thrive.  

As we pray to God to give us the 
strength to care for our world so that 
future generations can benefit, we can 
be heartened by the knowledge that 
God knows that we need his help. We 
can be confident that he will give us 
that help. Whether we use our skills at 
home or in the Church grounds its up to 
us all, in our own ways, to accept God’s 
help and help make the planet a better 
place for us and future generations to 
live in. 

Hazel Miall 

 

[Images:  Natural History Museum from the garden;  Prescott Channel, East London] 
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Saint of the Month: Saint Stephen – Feast Day, 
December 26th  

 

St. Stephen always seems have a thin time of it, as his feast day falls on 
December 26th and he gets rather neglected. It must be very difficult 
for churches dedicated to St. Stephen to observe their patronal day 
immediately after Christmas. 
 
Stephen's name means "crown," and he was the first disciple of Jesus 
to receive the martyr's crown. Stephen was a deacon in the early 
Christian Church. 
 
God worked many miracles through St. Stephen and he spoke with 
such wisdom and grace that many of his hearers became followers of 
Jesus. The Jewish authorities were furious to see how successful 
Stephen's preaching was. At last, they laid a plot for him. They could 
not answer his wise argument, so they got men to lie about him, saying 
that he had spoken sinfully against God. St. Stephen faced that great 
assembly of enemies without fear. In fact, the Bible in Acts 6 says that 
his face looked like the face of an angel. 
 

Then Stephen spoke about Jesus, showing that HE is the Saviour God had promised to send. In 
Acts 7, we have a wonderful account of a sermon he preached before the elders and scribes. He 
spoke about Jewish history showing that the Messiah had been predicted and the Messiah was 
Jesus. He took his enemies to task for not having believed in Jesus, and crucifying him. At that, 
they rose up in great anger and shouted at him. But Stephen 
looked up to Heaven and said that he saw the heavens 
opening and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
 
His hearers plugged their ears and refused to listen to 
another word. They dragged Stephen outside the city of 
Jerusalem and stoned him to death. The saint prayed, "Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit!" Then he fell to his knees and 
begged God in a loud voice ' Lord do not hold this sin against 
them'. This echoes Jesus' words from the cross ' Father 
forgive them: for they do not know what they are doing'. 
 
We know that Saul (later St. Paul) was there and consented 
to this stoning. Perhaps the way in which Stephen met his 
death influenced the attitude of Paul to Christianity? 
 
Stephen is the patron saint of stone masons and, of course, of Deacons. 
 

Cathy Dallman 
Sources: 
Textual material mainly A Dictionary of Saints by Donald Attwater. 
Images: ‘icon of St Stephen as Deacon from https://icon-library.com/images/deacon-icon/deacon-
icon-9.jpg; The Stoning of St Stephen’ by Van Dijk from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Van_Dyck_-_The_Stoning_of_Saint_Stephen,_1623-1625.jpg 

https://icon-library.com/images/deacon-icon/deacon-icon-9.jpg
https://icon-library.com/images/deacon-icon/deacon-icon-9.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Van_Dyck_-_The_Stoning_of_Saint_Stephen,_1623-1625.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Van_Dyck_-_The_Stoning_of_Saint_Stephen,_1623-1625.jpg
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Sunday 12th December, 4.00pm 
Christingle Service 
Come for an hour of Candles and Sweets with a 
traditional orange.  Sing some carols while 
supporting the work of the Children’s Society. 
 

Sunday 19th December, 10am 
Pop-up Nativity. 
Our Eucharist will include the organised chaos of 
our Pop-up Nativity – literally anything can 
happen, and usually does. 
 
Sunday 19th December, 6pm 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
Have the full traditional Christmas experience  
with an evening of the carols and readings you 
know so well.  Enjoy listening to the singing of  
the choir and joining in! 
 
Friday 24th December, 5pm 
Procession to the Crib 
Follow the angels through the avenue of light as 
the Christmas Crib is built with the familiar 
words, music and carols to sing. 
 

Friday 24th December, 11.15pm 
Midnight Mass 
Celebrate the coming of the Christ Child with 
our sung Eucharist of the Nativity. 

 
Saturday 25th December, 8am and 10am 
Christmas Morning Eucharist Services 
Join us for a quiet start to Christmas Day at 8am, 
or come at 10am for Christmas Communion with 
carols. 
 
Sunday 26th December, 8am 
A quiet said Eucharist for St Stephens’s Day. 
 

Christmas Services  
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‘Nativities’ by U.A. Fanthorpe [1929 – 2009] 

Godlings are born racily, 
Are excavated 
Into life by the strong licks 
Of the world-cow, are suckled 
By goats, mares, wolves. 
 
Blossom of oak, blossom of broom, 
Blossom of meadowsweet 
Go into their making. 
 
They erupt through the paternal 
Skull fully armed, hatch from an egg, 
Or appear, foam-born, in Cyprus, on a shell, 
Wearing a great deal of hair and not much else. 
 
This one arrived at the time of the early lambs 
Through the usual channels. 

 
Alluding to stories of the birth of gods in several ancient religions and mythologies – Norse, Greek 
and Welsh – Fanthorpe reminds us of the uniquely ordinary nature of Christ’s birth and its 
significance. The contrast is evident from her diction in the first line: ‘godling’, referring to the 
mythological gods, originally meant a god of low status and the adverb ‘racily’ suggests an 
exciting, perhaps shocking event – true of how some of these gods were thought to be 
engendered, an example being the emergence of the fully armed Athene from Zeus’s skull in 
Greek mythology. The appearance of Aphrodite, floating on a scallop-shell off the coast of 
Cyprus, might seem an exception but the Greeks assumed she may have been yet another result 
of Zeus’s lust and Fanthorpe, with her characteristic humour, draws attention to her nakedness, 
as depicted in Botticelli’s painting ‘The Birth of Venus’. Moreover, we know how much trouble 
Aphrodite /Venus later caused, so ‘racy’ seems an appropriate adjective for her existence.  
 
The last two lines of the poem, simple and quiet in tone, point to the difference between the 
dramatic births of gods in mythologies and that of the Christ-child, who was God’s son yet born 
of an ordinary but pure woman ‘through the usual channels’ - a miracle, but one for which we 
have evidence. Furthermore, the birth took place in humble circumstances – the reference to the 
‘early lambs’ reminds us that shepherds, the poorest of the poor, were the first to see Him. Thus, 
unlike the gods in many mythologies, He was born to live among us and share our suffering, at 
the same time bringing us God’s redemption and promise of eternal life.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
               Margaret Gourd 
 
Source: ‘Nativities’ published in Fanthorpe, U.A., Christmas Poems, 2002, Enitharmon Press: 

London, a collection of poems written over the years by Fanthorpe and sent to her friends as 

Christmas cards. 
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Social Responsibility Committee 
 

Through your generosity again this year we have sent 36 
shoebox gifts to Operation Christmas Child together with 
£200 for their delivery. They will delight children who 
wouldn’t otherwise receive a present. 
 
Sales of Advent candles have been good and Christmas cards 
are selling well. Those made by ‘Mrs. Vicarage’ are 
particularly popular this year. 
 
Our Gift Tree will support the work of St. John’s Palmers 

Green charity, The Ark. They support three refuge centres, two for women and one for men. 
There are about 72 children – from new born to teenage. Please take a tag & buy an age-
appropriate gift with a value of up to £20, and return it by 12th December, unwrapped or in a gift 
bag, to be matched with families and refugees. 
 

Our Christmas stalls of Christmas gifts, jewellery, cards, 
stationery and preserves are in church through December. 
This year we are supporting mainly local charities or ones 
to which we have a link, such as Cooking Champions who 
operate from St Peter’s Grange Park. We have supported 
them over the last couple of years. They have a Friday 
lunchtime cafe, cooking sessions for children and supply 
meals for many needy families.  They provide food parcels 
which are especially important in the run-up to Christmas; 
The Urban Table is a weekly soup kitchen and food delivery 

charity run by volunteers from the London Catholic Worker, RCCG, and Clapton Park URC. A 
member of our congregation has been volunteering there throughout the pandemic and 
because of this link we have decided to also support them. 
Collections from the Christingle and Crib services will go to 
The Children’s Society as usual. 
 
The Christmas hamper is now in church and this year 
proceeds will go to the North London Hospice. We are also 
confident you will find something on our stalls to purchase, 
or buy a raffle ticket to enable us to send worthwhile 
donations again to our chosen charities. 
 
I would just like to add that if this is the last issue of The Spire for the present, our charitable 
fund-raising and giving continues. I hope I have thanked those who have given personally, but if 
not please accept this general THANK YOU for your support in the past and if you have ideas for 
fund-raising or charities for us to donate to, please be in touch. Talk to us in person in church, by 
phone, or by email. 
                                                                                                                                                        Hilary Meur 

                                                         Tel.0208 3602362 
    Email ccsocres@gmail.com 

mailto:ccsocres@gmail.com
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Let’s Have a Sustainable Christmas 

Many of you may remember the life-sized Christmas card we had at the 
back of church, around 2005. Instead of giving each other individual cards, 
we all donated to Send a Cow, ‘buying’ a cow, goats, bees, chickens, etc., 

and pasting our greetings among the farmyard animals as we ‘paid’ for them. We collected 
enough money to donate a whole farmyard! 

Send a Cow was set up in 1988 by a group of Christian dairy farmers from the UK. These farmers 
were outraged at EU milk quotas which were forcing them to slaughter healthy dairy cows. At the 
same time, Uganda sent out an appeal to the world for milk and these UK famers initiated the 
Send a Cow project, offering education, training, support and materials to families with nothing – 
not even hope! They no longer ship cows from the UK to Africa, of course! All livestock (now just 
a small part of their work) is sourced locally. 

Key to much, if not all, of their work is sustainability. This Christmas, Send a Cow is inviting us all 
to take steps to achieve this… maybe even saving money in the process! The focus is on planting 
trees. Trees provide food and essential shade, but also they clean the very air we breath and help 
to retain groundwater and maintain fresh water supplies – the holes made by roots allow 
rainwater to be absorbed into the earth instead of just running off or evaporating.  

I have been a Send a Cow supporter since those early days. Right now, I’m just hoping that you 
will join me in trying to make this Christmas more sustainable. Whether you do this for Send a 
Cow, by donating at sendacow.org/big-give, or whether you do it simply for the planet and your 
own future, there is still time to make a sustainable Christmas promise and eliminate all waste 
and excess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

And in the New Year, maybe we can all ‘garden together’ and twin our own 
Christ Church garden projects with a Send a Cow group in Africa – support the 
Women of Migori project, for example. Have a look at  
https://sendacow.org/welcome-grower/ 

Patricia Ashby 

https://sendacow.org/welcome-grower/
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Prayer of the Month 
 
The last month of the old year, the first month of the new year, and we all have so very 
much to be thankful for – neighbours, friends, families, indeed everyone – known and 
unknown, familiar or unfamiliar – who helps our days pass and bring us service, kindness, 
assistance, friendship and care. But how many times do we forget all this as we are 
tempted to grumble or turn our back?  
 
At Christmas, if we give thanks for nothing else, we need to give thanks for the gift of the 
Christ child – our saviour, our redeemer, the very template for our lives, and freely given, 
with His love and His blessing by God! And as we struggle to save the very ground 
beneath our feet, the lifestyle of Our Lord is the very best, greenest, most eco-friendly, 
generous and inclusive  example we can ask for! As we struggle to live at peace, looking 
out for and caring for those with whom we share our world, we can see that Jesus never 
failed to notice and to care; whether he knew the person or not… the smallest touch was 
enough. 
 
This, then, is the way forward: a little less for myself and little more for others. This is yet 
another chance: a new year for a new life to build the new future. And we can bring this 
to God who will lead us every step of the way: 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 alive and at large in the world, 
 help me to follow and find you there today, 
 in the places where I work, 
 meet people, 
 spend money, 
 and make plans. 
 Take me as a disciple of your kingdom, 
 to see through your eyes, 
 and hear the questions you are asking, 
 to welcome all others with your trust and truth, 
 and to change the things that contradict God’s love, 
 by the power of the cross 
 and the freedom of your Spirit. Amen 
 
This prayer was given to us by John V Taylor, one time Bishop of Winchester. The SCM 
Press writes: “The Right Reverend John Vernon Taylor was an English bishop and 
theologian who was the Bishop of Winchester from 1974 to 1984. Taylor was one of the 
most gifted and widely admired churchmen of his time; in 1975 he became the first priest 
to be consecrated directly to the See of Winchester since the Middle Ages. Taylor also 
wrote several books, two of which, The Primal Vision (1963), an evaluation of the central 
features of African religion, and The Go-Between God (1972), an interpretation of the 
work of the Holy Spirit, became classics. 
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One Person by Amelia Fong Lochovsky, August 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does one person praise such a great 
Creator 
Of Billions of stars 
In Billions of galaxies 
Still Expanding 
To fill even more space 
Creator of Time 
Marking the seasons 
Yet bending it at will 
Creator or Order 
And randomness 
In all its splendour 
Creator of Everest 
And the Dead Sea 
Of the Artic  
And the Antarctic 
Of Iceland  
And Greenland 
Of myriad of species 
Flowering plants 
And fragrant trees 
 
How does one person praise such a great 
Saviour 
The Rose of Sharon 
Wearing a crown of thorns 
Who took on the flesh of sinful Man 

Who walked this earth in humble sandals 
The only person who could choose where to be 
born 
Chose to be born in a manger 
Man of Sorrow and acquainted with grief 
Who received the outcasts 
Touched the lepers 
And accepted me  
The way I am 
Knowing everything about me 
 
How does one person praise The Holy Spirit 
The gentle Comforter 
The wisdom of the ages 
The Spirit of Truth 
Who consents to dwell with Man 
Endure falsehood and self will 
Constrained by ignorance and neglect 
Yet quietly reassuring 
My identity  
As a redeemed child of God 
A new creation 
No more under Adam’s curse 
His seal of ownership 
Guaranteeing my eternal future 
 
How does one Person 
Praise such a great God 
Three mysteries rolled into One  
The composers and the poets 
Have written unnumbered verses and tunes 
Down through the ages 
To fill volumes and libraries 
Bach and St Matthew’s Passion 
Handel, the Hallelujah Chorus 
Milton and Paradise lost 
Still are never enough 
To exhaust our adoration 
How does one person 
Add to all these? 

 
I feel speechless 
And very small 
My heart full of gratitude 
And love tender and full 
An insignificant person 
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In a sea of human souls 
On a small Island 
On this tiny planet 
In a vast Universe 
Of resplendant grandeur 
Is my voice ever heard? 
Is my love ever felt? 
 
Then I saw heaven opened 
My sacrifice of praise 
Was considered enough 
One insignficant person 
Has made her Maker smile 
I leaped with joy 
To know that 
My God was delighted 
In the praise of one person 
Even me. 

Editors’ note:  
This poem was sent to us via Ronald Lo by his friend 
of many years, Amelia Fong Lochovsky. In her own 
words, Dr Fong Lochovsky is a retired professor in 
Computer Science who currently lives in Hong Kong. 
She grew up in Hong Kong and pursued her PhD 
studies at Princeton University in the United States. 
She is married with two grown sons, the elder works 
near New York, and the younger works in London. 
She attends St. Andrews’ Church, an Anglican Church 
in Hong Kong. One of her favourite books in the Bible 
is the Psalms.  

Image: “Nativity at Night” by Geertgen tot Sint Jans – 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
thumb/6/64/Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%
2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg/330px-
Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%
2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg 

 

Traditional Christmas Raffle 2021! 
We are pleased to announce that after two years our Annual Christmas Raffle is back!  

 
Tickets will be on sale at the back of church following the  

morning services up until the drawing of the raffle, which will take place  
as usual following the Nine Lessons and Carols Service. 

 

1st Prize will of course be our usual ‘Luxury Christmas Hamper’ full of goodies for  
the winner to enjoy with friends and family over the festive season, along  

with further prizes (to be announced). 
 

Ticket price: £2 per strip of tickets. 
 

All proceeds will go to North London Hospice 
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/64/Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg/330px-Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/64/Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg/330px-Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/64/Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg/330px-Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/64/Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg/330px-Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/64/Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg/330px-Geertgen_tot_Sint_Jans%2C_The_Nativity_at_Night%2C_c_1490.jpg
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  Parish Life in Pictures 
  November 2021 

 

 

At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning,  

we will remember them. 
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 Bishop Rob of 
Edmonton joined us to 
celebrate our Patronal 
Festival of Christ the 

King, and confirmed 17 
candidates prepared by 

Fr Chrichton and LLM 
Amy Li.  
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The Christ the King concert 
rounded off the old year, 

before the new one started 
on Advent Sunday with the 
lighting of the Advent Ring, 

the departure of the 
Travelling Crib, and the 

Candlelit Procession.  
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Vincent John Stanton – 
1817-1891 
Priest-in-charge of Weld 
Chapel, Southgate, London 
(1852-1855) 
 
Vincent John Stanton was born in Clifton, 

Bristol, in 1817. In 1835, he went up to St. 
John’s College, Cambridge, where he became 

associated with the Church Missionary Society 
(CMS). However, before completing his divinity 
degree, he left for Macao, a Portuguese colony 

on the south coast of China, where he become 
a private tutor to an English family and 
worshipped at a private chapel in the home of 

Alexander Campbell (2nd Superintendent in 
Macao). (The chaplain, the Revd George 

Vachell, was also an amateur naturalist.) 
Vachell then retired and left Macao. During the 
interregnum, despite not yet being ordained, 

Stanton took over the clerical duties of the 
chapel and then stayed on in Macao after the 

death of his employer. In August 1840, soon 
after the first Opium War started, he was 
arrested and accused of involvement in the 

opium trade of his former British employer. He 
was interrogated and incarcerated, but was 
eventually released four months later when his 

case was reviewed by a newly appointed 
Canton official. (While in prison, he was 

allowed his Bible and Prayer Book.)  Stanton 
was well known in Macao where he was 
regarded as independent and headstrong. 

After his release from custody, Stanton 

returned to England to complete his studies at 
Cambridge and gain admission to the 
priesthood. He was ordained deacon by the 

Bishop of London on 22nd May 1842 and 
assigned to the curacy of St. Peter’s Church in 
Mile End Road. Then in January 1843 he was 

told that he was to be appointed the first 
Colonial Chaplain of the new Crown Colony of 

Hong Kong. In March of that year, he married 
Lucy Ann Head and in April, he was ordained 
priest by the Bishop of Hereford. Not long after 

his ordination, Queen Victoria consented to his 
appointment to Hong Kong. The newly married 

couple set sail immediately for the colony, 
travelling via the Cape of Good Hope, and 
finally arriving in Hong Kong six and a half 

months later, on 22nd December 1843. Lucy 
suffered much indignity during the voyage, 
being the only woman on board ship. 

In that year, 1843, the first schools were being 
established in the new Crown Colony, initially 

by relocation of established missionary schools 
in Macao (London Missionary Society) and 
Malacca (American Board of Commissioners for 
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Foreign Missions), as well as a school for 
Chinese boys run by the Roman Catholic 

Church. Stanton had similar visions for the 
Church of England but he was frustrated that 

these could not be brought to fruition more 
quickly. His official ecclesiastical duties had to 
take priority together with the planning and 

building of a proper church for the Church of 
England – the primitive Anglican mat shed 
church being overshadowed by the Roman 

Catholic and American Baptist chapels that 
were already built. This church that he was 

planning for was to become the Cathedral 
Church in Hong Kong and his vision to 
establish a school for the Chinese was thus 

put on the back-burner. 

The Colonial Government provided land for 

the church in the central district of the 
emerging city, near the parade ground at the 
foot of the hill. However, they would only 

provide a maximum of £6,000 towards the 
actual building – any costs above this had to 
be secured through fund-raising. Local 

contributions were limited and Stanton 
resorted to campaigning for funds in England, 

particularly through his contacts in the CMS 
network. The first four trustees appointed by 
Stanton for the fund-raising campaign in 

England were notable people : Henry Pelham 
(3rd Earl of Chichester, a commissioner of the 

Ecclesiastical and Church Estates); Dudley 
Ryder (Foreign Secretary 1804-5, 2nd Baron 
and 1st Earl of Harrowby, and on the select 

committee of the East India Trading 
Company); Anthony Ashley-Cooper (Lord 
Ashley who later became 7th Earl of 

Shaftesbury, memorialized in the Piccadilly 
Circus fountain-statue in London); and Sir 

Robert Harry Inglis (2nd Baronet, MP). Stanton 
contributed from his own pocket, too. Then in 
1845, a donation of £25,000 (equivalent to 

about £1.2 million now) was received from 
Lady Smart and her brother Mr. John Charles 

Sharpe. They came from a well-established 
Fleet Street banking family with philanthropic 
links to St. Pauls’ Cathedral in London and to 

the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts (which later became first the 

USPG in 1965, and then the United Society in 
2012). This donation provided enough funds 

for building not only the church but also a 
school; it also provided a possible motive for 
naming the new school St. Paul’s. Stanton set 

to work on both the church and school 
projects right away. And in the midst of all 
this, the first Stanton child, a son, Vincent 

Henry, arrived. 

Site work for the church began in early 1847 

with the foundation stone being laid on 11th 
March 1847, at an estimated cost of £6,959 
and a projected construction time of 2 years. 

An Ordnance was drafted to lay the legal 
framework for the governance of the church, 

which was gazetted later in Hong Kong as 
Ordinance No.2 of 1847: an Ordinance to 
Provide for a Church in Victoria in the Island 

of Hong Kong when the see of Victoria in 
Hong Kong was approved by Her Majesty’s 
Government. The see was to be administered 

by the Colonial Chaplain (Stanton) until the 
first Bishop, George Smith, was consecrated 

at Canterbury on 29th May 1849. The church 
was officially named the Cathedral Church of 
St. John the Evangelist (becoming known as 

St. John’s Cathedral). 

A site for the school was identified in 1845 at 

Glenealy (near the Cathedral site) and 
teachers were recruited. But it was not until 
1848, with the arrival of Mr. James Summers 

from Titchfield, Hants, that sufficient staff 
were engaged to properly run the school. 
Summers quickly learnt Chinese and took 

over the school that Stanton had started 
earlier for European children. With the 

appointment of another tutor, Mr. Moncrieff, 
this was converted into a new school for 
Chinese boys in 1849. To start with, there 

were just nine boys. The new school, St. 
Paul’s College, had its statutes signed off on 

15th October 1849 by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Most Revd. John Sumner. 
Stanton was regarded as its founder and first 
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Principal.  

Stanton meanwhile made ready the Bishop’s 

residence. This is in the same compound as the 
new school building. In November 1849, 

Bishop-elect George Smith set sail for the Far 
East accompanied by four clergymen who 
would assist in the running of the school. The 

group arrived in Hong Kong on Good Friday 
1850 (the 27th March). On Easter Sunday 
morning the first English Bishop in China 

preached to a large European congregation in 
the church built by Stanton, and administered 

the Holy Communion to seventy merchants, 
Government officials, and naval and military 
officers. Smith was regarded as the First 

Warden and 2nd Principal of St. Pauls’ College, 
which by now had 33 boys. 

Vincent Stanton’s work in Hong Kong thus 
came to an end. He had overseen the building 
of the Cathedral Church, opened a school for 

boys, and paved the way for the establishment 
of the Episcopal See of Victoria and the 
enthronement of its first Bishop. 

The heavy workload, climate and harsh 
conditions, meant Stanton’s health 

deteriorated during his time in Hong Kong. This 
became of grave concern. The financial worries 
of building the new Cathedral and the fact that 

only one out of the four priests who came with 
Bishop Smith stayed on to help with St. Paul’s 

College did not help. Stanton preached his last 
sermon as Colonial Chaplain at St. John’s 
Cathedral in April 1850. He departed Hong 

Kong, returning to England, just a month after 
Bishop Smith arrived.  

But his career was far from over. After his 

return, he served first as vicar of Holy Trinity in 
Woolwich (1850-1851), then as Perpetual 

Curate at the Weld Chapel in Old Southgate 
(now Christ Church Southgate) in London 
(1852-1855), and finally as  Rector of St. Mary’s 

Church, Halesworth with Chediston, in Suffolk 
(1863-1888). His wife Lucy died on 29th 

December 1882 and he eventually retired to 
Brighton. Aged 74, Vincent Stanton passed 

away on 16th May 1891 in Nice, France, when 
he was on a visit there. 

Ronald Lo 

NOTE 

The author of this article attended St. John’s 
Cathedral in Hong Kong where he was 
baptised, and later served for many years. He 

also studied at St. Paul’s College. On relocating 
to London, he attended Christ Church 
Southgate (formerly Weld Chapel). Thus 

Vincent Stanton is connected to the author in 
three ways: the church he built, the school he 

founded and the parishes he served. 

Material sources 

Men of Faith by John Kennard: Chapter 1 – 

with permission of the copyright holder, St. 
Pauls’ College Council. 

Wikipedia: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Vincent_John_Stanton 

https://www.geni.com/people/Revd-Vincent-

John-Stanton/6000000044158827165  

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
James_Summers  

Alumni cantabrigienses compiled by J.A. Venn, 
Cambridge University Press (1954): Pt II, Vol 6, 

Page 14 [accessed online] 

A biographical sketch-book of Early Hong Kong 
by G.B. Endacott, Hong Kong University Press  

(1962): Chapter 22 

 

Image:  Map showing Macao and Hong Kong 
(from chinadiscovery.com)  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_John_Stanton
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_John_Stanton
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Stewardship    

 

Well, here we are at end of another year and I thought that I 
would share some information on progress in the number of 
regular donors in our Stewardship Scheme over the past few 
years. 
 

           2019 2020   2021 
Parish Giving Scheme (PGS)             67  74   85 
Standing Orders         35  31   26 
TOTAL             102              105   111 
 
This shows good progress in increasing donor numbers in the PGS and there are still also a few 
outstanding promises of joining stewardship using PGS, our recommended method of giving 
regularly. Unbelievably, we joined PGS as long ago as 2017 and at that time I had a vision of 
there being 100 people in that scheme. My vision has still not quite been realised but we are 
gradually getting there! So… if you are giving by any other means (whether this is by standing 
order, Gift Aid envelope, cash in the plate, or even contactless) PLEASE do consider changing to 
the PGS. It is now very easy – the box below shows you how. 
 
Donations using our contactless machine continue to increase. It is also now possible to pay for 
goods from the sales table and the glass merchandise in this way. Just ask a Church Warden, 
myself, or somebody helping at the back of church if you would like assistance to start doing this. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all those donors, both regular and one-off givers, that have 
continued to support Christ Church for the past two years – years that have been so difficult for 
us all. Many churches have suffered a severe drop in their income during that time as churches 
were either closed or had restrictions on attendance. Thanks to your continued support, here at 
Christ Church we have not suffered in that way. So, thank you all once again. 
 
If you need any further information to help you decide how to join our Stewardship scheme 
please let me know, my telephone contact details are in the Directory at the back of The Spire, 
and my email address is mikestatistics@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                 Mick Meur, Stewardship Recorder 

HOW YOU CAN HELP! 
Please consider joining the Parish Giving Scheme now, this can be set-up easily over the 

telephone. All you needed to do is  make one call to their  
dedicated helpline number 0333 002 1271.  

When calling please quote our parish code 230623352  
or online using the following link: 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/southgate-christ-church-london/ 
Or scan the QR code below on your smartphone or tablet 

 

mailto:mikestatistics@gmail.com
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/southgate-christ-church-london/


  21  

Christ Church Southgate                                                                                       December 2021 & January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Christchurch Association News 
The Christchurch Association (CCA) provides a social centre for the parish and runs the “Top 
Step Bar”, serving soft and alcoholic drinks upstairs in Church House.  We are now able to take 
contactless payments as well as accepting cash. The CCA Top Step bar is once again opening 
early at 6 pm on the first Friday of each month, with complimentary cheese and snacks 
available through the evening. The next occasion is Friday 3rd December. 

We provided bar facilities for the now legendary pre-Harvest Quiz on 2nd October, and as a 
result we made a donation of £300 to the RNLI via the Social Responsibility Committee. 

On Friday 10th December we will be hosting a Fish & Chips Supper in the bar.  The bar will be 
open from 8 pm and food orders are required either at the bar before 8:45 pm or by 
contacting Clive in advance. 

The bar will be closed from Friday 24th December until Friday 31st December inclusive, re-
opening on Sunday 2nd January.  Membership subscriptions become due for renewal on 1st 
January.  Many members have 5-year subscriptions or pay by standing order - please ask at the 
bar or contact Clive to check if your membership has expired or if you wish to become a new 
member. 

The Top Step Bar is open on a regular basis as follows (except during August): 

Sundays from 7:30 to 10:30 pm 

Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 to 11 pm 

Early opening at 6 pm on the first Friday of every month 

The CCA is a Registered Club with membership open to anyone who worships at Christ Church, 
lives in the parish or uses the church halls.  Membership costs just £2 per year and new 
members are always welcome.  Please contact Clive for more information or if you would like 
to become a member. 

Clive Woodhouse  
Chairman, Christchurch Association 
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News from the Committees 
 
The Parochial Church Council (the PCC) met for the last time in 2021 on 16 November – coughs 

and colds plus a clash with the meeting of the Deanery Synod kept a number of members 
away, but business nonetheless progressed, socially-distanced as is the new ‘normal’, in the 
Lower Walker Hall. Fr Chrichton updated the membership on the encouraging increase in 

school visits/bookings and the return to pre-pandemic numbers attending this year’s 
celebration of All Souls. Volunteering is on the increase and Christ Church has very recently 

become the first registered Bronze level Healthy Healing Hub; it was also noted that this 
edition of The Spire was to be the last produced by the present editorial team who were both 
thanked for their work. It is hoped to maintain contact via a brief news bulletin with those who 

are routinely unable to attend services and who do not have internet access while The Spire 
finds a new editorial team. 

 
On behalf of Plant & Fabric, Kate Carroll reported the success of the Quinquennial Review; this 
has inevitably resulted in a list of jobs to be undertaken, but nothing that was unexpected and 

the church is generally in excellent condition. We heard that faculties are still being sought for 
repairs to both the chancel floor and the boundary wall; a successful clear-out of the boiler 
room has taken place; the annual gutter clearing will take place in December or January; 

electrics and the lightening conductor have been certified safe. One mystery – a recent plaster 
fall in church – is now under investigation and a new plasterer is being sought.  

 
A number of items of Finance were reported by Clare Boulton. In spite of the adversities of the 
pandemic, our general income is holding up well and we are likely to break even as far as our 

non-restricted funds are concerned. Nonetheless, budgeting will need to take into account the 
massive increase in utilities costs (gas costs, for example, having doubled since the beginning of 

the year) and we will need to continue to keep a careful watch on expenditure. Our Common 
Fund payment for 2022 was agreed – we will continue to pay in full provided there are no 
changes in the status quo – and the PCC also agreed on the draft budget for 2022 and on the 

definition of the purpose of the Fabric Fund. 
 
Sandra Anderson reported on the garden developments 

under Eco & Creation Care. Progress has been good and it is 
hoped to hold one more group work day before Christmas, 

weather permitting. 
 
The recent work of Social Responsibility was reported by 

Hilary Meur. The committee has met and is now continuing 
its regular pre-pandemic Christmas activities with a Gift Tree, 

hamper raffle, stalls, etc.  
Patricia Ashby 

 

Image: tea break on the last gardening day 
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Used Postage Stamps 
 
Please remember to keep all the stamps from your 
Christmas post. I will collect them as usual in the New 
Year for the RNIB.   
 
When you cut them off, leave at least 1 cm of paper 
around the edge of each stamp.  (Remember that just 
tearing them off can often render them useless unless 
you are always very lucky!)  
 
I was able to take a record number of stamps to the 
RNIB recently, saved by you during and after the 
lockdowns, and they were absolutely delighted! Churches are an important source of used 
postage stamps for them and our stamps continue to provide a modest but valuable revenue. 
 
Very many thanks! 

Patricia Ashby 
Image: https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/b/stamps-6353292.jpg  

Weekly Services 

                    Sunday   8.00 am    Said Eucharist  
                             10.00 am  Choral Eucharist  
                                    6.30 pm    Evensong 
                 Tuesday    7.30 pm    Said Eucharist 
                      (Healing on First + Third week)  
          Thursday  12.30 pm  Said Eucharist  

All welcome  

https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/b/stamps-6353292.jpg
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PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office  Open on Wednesdays and Fridays 10 a.m.—1 p.m. and 2.30—5 p.m. 
Please phone beforehand if you have any special requests or needs. 
N.B. Notices for the Sunday pew sheets should reach the Office no later than 
10 a.m. on a Friday. If possible, please e-mail them. 

Mail   1 The Green, London N14 7EG 
Phone   8886 0384 
Email                 office@christchurch-southgate.org 
Website  www.christchurch-southgate.org 
 

Clergy 
 

Vicar   The Reverend Dr Chrichton Limbert 

Address    1 The Green, Southgate, London, N14 7EG 

Phone    8882 0917 

Email    frch138@btinternet.com 

 

Assistant Priest          The Reverend Hazel Miall 

Address                             85 Conway Road, Southgate, London, N14 7BD 

Phone   07980 740587 

Email   hazelhmiall@btinternet.com 
 

Lay Readers 
Cathy Dallman, 4 Greenacre Walk, Southgate, N14 7DB 8886 5918 
Jackie Anderson     8245 0305 
Sandra Anderson     07947 027265 
Amy Li       via the office 
                                                                                                       
 

Churchwardens 
Clare Boulton, 321 Gladbeck Way, Enfield, EN2 7HR 8367 5961 
Kate Carroll, katecarroll1@aol.com             07974 437966 
   

PCC 
Secretary  Caroline Robertson      8886 0384 
                                           office@christchurch-southgate.org 
Treasurer  Clare Boulton (as above)  
Stewardship  Michael Meur, 136 Green Dragon Lane, N21 1ET  8360 2362 
 
Music Department 
Director of Music Richard Brain      07979 850546 
                                           music@christchurch-southgate.org  
Organist  Kate Macpherson 
Associate Organist    David Hinitt 
Treasurer  Ian Winton, 7 Foxgrove, N14 7EA   8882 3680  
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Sacristan   Vacancy 

 

Sidesmen  Judith Lo      8882 3335 

Sub-committee Chairs/contacts  
Outreach  Fr Chrichton Limbert (as above)     
Plant and Fabric Kate Carroll (as above) 
Social Responsibility Vacancy 
Resources  Ronald Lo      8882 3335 
  

Electoral Roll Officer Patricia Ashby      8886 2528 

 

Parish Magazine “The Spire” 
Editorial Team  Copy to be sent to the Parish Office (see above)   
Treasurer  Hilary Meur, 136 Green Dragon Lane, N21 1ET  8360 2362 

 

Flower Arrangers Contact the Parish Office (see above)  
        

 
Parish Centre/Church Halls 
Chairman  Philip Miall, 85 Conway Road, N14 7BD   8882 6738 
Secretary  Clare Boulton (see above) 
Lettings   christchurchparishcentre@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Michael Meur (as above) 

 

Christ Church Association Bar  
Contact   Clive Woodhouse, 41b Osborne Road, N13 5BT  8882 0014 

 
Friday Coffee Morning Every Friday morning 10.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. in Church 
Contact   Hilary Meur (as above) 

 

Lunch Fellowship Usually on 2nd Wednesday in the month at noon in Church 
Contact   Cathy Dallman (as above) 

 
Scout Group   The Reverend Hazel Miall, Cubs    07980 740 587  
    Stephen Smith, Group Scout Leader    8882 0991  
 
 

Bellringers   Practice held Wednesdays 7.30 p.m.  
Captain   Martin Sutcliffe, 46 Brookdale, N11 1BN   8368 1974  
 
Young Fogeys   For the active and retired, though you need not be either!  
Contact   Jean Thomas, 1 Bramford Court, N14 6DH   8882 8133 
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DECEMBER CROSSWORD 

 
 
Across 
 
1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews 
(Exodus 25:9) (10) 
7  David’s third son, killed when his head got 
caught in a tree during 
a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7) 
8  They ruled much of the west coast of South 
America in the 15th 
   and early 16th centuries (5) 
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in 
Brussels, Nurse 
   Edith ____ (6) 
17 Stormy (8) 
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and 
unleavened bread, 
   was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ 
(Numbers 9:11) (4) 
21 Arson (anag.) (5) 
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his 
well-known hymn 
   (7) 
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Down 
1  ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 
34:8) (5) 
2  ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, 
but the righteous 
   are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 
3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who 
married a foreign 
   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 
4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest 
of his family and 
   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8) 
5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 
6  ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and 
pleasing to God’ 
   (Romans 12:1) (10) 
9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 
12 One who accepts government by God (8) 
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish 
ritual (Exodus 30:1) 
   (7) 
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will ____ his people 
   from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4) 
 
 

NOVEMBER SOLUTION   
 

 
 
 
 



    

 



 

 

Christ Church Southgate is a Registered Charity (1131606)  
We rely on your generous donations to finance our ministry 

CHRIST CHURCH SOUTHG 
“We believe in inclusive Church – 

church which does not 

discriminate, on any level, on 

grounds of economic power, 

gender, mental health, physical 

ability, race or sexuality. We 

believe in Church which 

welcomes and serves all people 

in the name of Jesus Christ; which 

is scripturally faithful; which 

seeks to proclaim the Gospel 

afresh for each generation; and 

which, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, allows all people to grasp 

how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Jesus Christ.” 

Christ Church Southgate  
is an Eco-Church, we have 

recently achieved the 
Silver Award. 

 
We are  

committed to caring 
 for God’s earth in the 
different areas of our  
life and work and are  

actively working  
to reduce our  

environmental impact  

Christ Church Southgate 
The Church on the Green N14  
Where everyone is welcome  

 

CHOIR CD 
‘The Heavenly Architect’  

Choral Classics from the Choir of Christ 
Church, Southgate.  

 

Music includes Parry I Was Glad,  
Mendelssohn Hear My Prayer,  

Wesley Blessed Be The God and Father 
and many more!  

 

Priced just £10! 

The Heavenly Architect 

Choral Classics from the  

Choir of Christ Church Southgate 

Directed by Richard Brain 

Organist David Hinitt 


